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Lederer, William Ensign O’Toole and 
Norton. Nov. 12,1957. 247p. $3.75. 

Captain “Bill” Lederer, U.S.N., veils the serious mes- 
sage how live with the Asiatics under group 
side-splitting happenings the life red-head, Ter- 
rence O’Toole. The book covers some heroic events, 
but mostly looks the lighter side Navy life 
the Far East from the late twenties the present and 
brings O’Toole from baby-faced Ensign crinkle- 
eyed, furrowed-brow Captain. 


Reporting aboard the Appleby Chefoo, China, En- 
sign O’Toole runs afoul the Captain’s entertainment 
plans. His one desire learn Chinese while the 
Skipper makes points with diplomats and dowagers. 
The outcome uproarious, when the Captain lands 
jail after special party, and O’Toole assumes the full 
regalia the Skipper order release him. Then 
follows amusing tale the Washington Navy Yard 
the 1880’s when the Commandant also served 
the First Lieutenant, the Sanitation Officer, the Morale 
Officer and the Executive Officer and had dispose 
forty tons mule dust. While waiting for his trans- 
fer from Manila up-river China, O’Toole works with 
soothsayer and wins wife for the author; and the 
author relates the tale April Fool joke that back- 
fired. 


After reporting his small gunboat near Kialing, 
the pretty boy from Annapolis, puts the ship 
back Navy routine and earns the gratitude the 
crew, who had been victims three bullies. 


O’Toole wins medal World War imperson- 
ating Philippine Priest and Japanese Doctor. 
aide the Secretary the Navy, and then shifts 
Korea. The author forgets O’Toole while tells 
the Marines and the heroism the “Medics.” 
The author endears himself all Navy Wives, with 
the heart-warming story pregnant Navy wife who 
forwards her hero husband the letter publicity 
seeking female; then comes back O’Toole with 
story Korea. 

one the few experts our Country has 
Asia. speakes just about every language and knows 
the people. Wanders all over native. Brings back 
million dollars information—nobody listens 
what matters him most—his ideas propaganda 
and international relations.” 


off another mission Asia the book 
ends and even the author’s conscience bothers him, 
that and many millions Americans are too lazy 
anything help O’Toole. 

Captain Lederer story-teller par-excellence, who 
delivers punch each anecdote. Ensign O’Toole 
and vastly entertaining, with serious message 
from one who delivers sugar coated pill. 


John Cullen, Lt. Comdr., U.S.N.R., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Morris, Donald Warm Bodies 
Simon Schuster. Oct. 25,1957. 204p. $3.50. 


But for the fact that had undertaken review the 
book, never would have finished even the first chap- 
ter. Pithy, racy, dialogue can delightful. Foul, 


Lederer Morris Buckner 


_the problems Administrative Inspection—all 


sometimes even filthy, language spoils 
delightful story. 

The author has gift for both description and cha. 
acterization and real knack for giving 
twist many the ordinarily routine events ship. 
board life. The combination would make 
reading but for the words puts into his characters 
mouths. 

The problems the ship which lives will 
readily recognized and appreciated those who haye 
been the Navy and his descriptions are good that 
even the most uninitiated will have trouble 
standing and enjoying them. The efforts the mar. 
ried officers get much time home 
sible, the never-ending question whether the Wardroom 
should eat well cheaply, (since the officers pay for 
their own food), the cook’s rationing the Christmas 
drumsticks, the details life aboard ship undergoing 
Navy Yard overhaul, the need for “warm bodies,” 


hold your attention and bring frequent chuckles. 
Every ship always has one more outstanding char. 
acters, but few are colorful Shrieking Eagle 
field, Chickasaw seaman par-excellence 
child for every ship which ever served. Captain 
O’Gara liked fish, but Screaming Eagle caught fish, 
even the only coelacanth ever found Atlantic waters, 
The romance skips lightly through most the book 
that the heroine little more than another one the 
characters that make the cast until the hero finds 
himself about become “Brown Bagger,” when she 
and her family begin get fair share the 
attention. 
Forgetting, you can, the inexcusable language, the 
book delightful reading, clean and witty, which 
the author shows keen perception into the events 
records and real ability portray them. 
The copy reviewed was “first printing.” Concur 
rently, the reviewer received the latest Digest 
Condensed Book” containing condensed version that 
had been edited eliminate all the foul, worse, 
language. That way, the book was good enough 
read through without stopping. 
Let the author clean the language has his char- 
acters use and will have book well worth reading. 
Captain Moses, U.S.N. Ret., 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Buckner, Robert Sigrid and the Sergeant 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. 246p. $3.75. 

regrettable that Mr. Buckner, who old enough 
know better, has thought necessary include 
some crude vulgarities speech the dialogue 
his soldiers this farce-comedy. not prudishness 
that prompts this remark, but plain ordinary common 
sense and the conviction that artist can ruin the 
effect clever work spattering with barnyard 
stupidity such thing. For real purpose 
served. The soldiers who are made mouth the 
garities are not made the more soldierly nor romantic 
nor real. They are, anything, made more incredible. 
The situation this: German girl who had made the 
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mistake believing the lies American soldier 
end World War II, married him and went trustingly 
Pocatello, Idaho, only deserted the drunken 
bum really was after three months, returns Ger- 
many with the purpose preventing any similar 
tragedy among other German girls, who number 3.4 
every German man. She sets the Pomerantz Plan, 
named for herself; whereby for fee, can 
the real background the various men 
from the S., and can reasonably hope win 
and firm marriage. Marta Pomerantz-Toohey’s 
position file clerk the headquarters center 
Fuggerminken Bavaria gives her fine opportunity 
check the records all candidates prospects, and the 
girls are sworn not reveal the source their informa- 
Through series farcical complications, the 
Pomerantz system begins work very promisingly for 
Sigrid and her friend Greta, and even for Marta her- 
who has chosen the Colonel command the 
But when the whole thing accidentally dis- 
covered, looks indeed though the whole plan 
doomed failure. That succeeds due the 
plotting the author rather than the ingenuity 
the girls the by-now-smitten soldiers. 

The idea clever: gives opportunity for some genial 
satire, and for the slapstick comedy situations 
which Hollywood prefers. But the book marred, 
have said, completely unnecessary peppering 
with vulgarity. Adult readers are warned that they 
may agree with this reviewer. 


Lofts, Norah Scent Cloves 
Doubleday. Nov. 8,1957. 320p. $3.95. 
The premise virtue triumphant ageless one. 
When coupled with quasi-Cinderella theme, 
commercial one, particularly for the paper-back 
trade. Norah Lofts, English novelist some eighteen 
other more gaudily-titled adventures, tries this premise 
Scent Cloves, adding progressive action which 
many will thrill read. The publishers have gaudily- 
designed book jacket that impregnated with the scent 
the clove. This disastrous, and could readily lead 
comparisons which might “odious”! 
Scent Cloves filled with 17th century derring-do. 
The heroine, Julia Ashley, orphaned having Crom- 
well’s soldiers murder her parents, sent bleak or- 
phanage which matches anyone Dickens’ workwards. 
Here she chosen ward the Dutch East India 
Company, and sails shortly meet her new husband. 
part her new family, Julia must keep the secret 
that her new husband, hidden from the world, has the 
wits six-year-old. Simon Vosmar, the father, has 
other secrets, also, which aided the cynical 
Doktor Hootman, and the swashbuckling Englishman, 
Charles. The heroine suffers for three hundred pages, 
and the denouement imaginative, but the reader may 
guess the details, without any strain the imagination. 

Judson LaHaye, 

Montebello, California 

Weston, Christine The Wise Children 
Scribner. 275p. $4.50. 
Christine Weston the author the two novels, Indigo 
and The Dark Wood. Her latest novel set among 


Lofts Weston Glyn 
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the rumble the subways and the rattle the taxis 
contemporary New York. The story centers around 
the twin sisters, Delia Dalton, widow with two chil- 
dren—Nick, youngster fifteen attending prep school, 
and Veronica, his older Frances Hight, 
divorcée and dipsomaniac. 


The action triggered the return Frances from 
California celebrate together with her sister their 
fiftieth anniversary. Not unexpectedly the celebration 
gets out hand, when Frances’ shortlived effort 
reform comes cropper and she sets fire her room 
the aftermath erratic night the town. Her 
unpredictable outbreaks provide the occasion one 
episode after another the course the 
ook. 


Years before the events narrated the novel, Charles, 
Delia’s husband, was thrown and killed while horse- 
back riding Central Park with Veronica, then, 
young child. Before died, however, sent the 
child summon her mother. Rushing home panic, 
Veronica bursts into the house and finds Delia the 
arms another man. The shock this discovery and 
the lifelong idolatry her dead father deepen the 
estrangement that already exists between the girl and 
her mother. 


Through the years Veronica builds picture the 
true Delia, adulterous and disloyal, that she imagines 
she discerns beneath the facade the beautiful and 
charming widow, who has raised Nick herself. 
She incorporates her findings novel some bril- 
liance and maturity, which for obvious reasons she 
keeps hidden from the family. readily finds pub- 
lisher Donald Wallingford, the father the young 
man who courting her. 


Throughout the book clear that there some secret 
out the past binding the two sisters together and ex- 
plaining part the great loyalty Delia the sodden, 
broken-winged albatross that hangs perennially around 
her neck. What the secret is, not disclosed until 
the final explosive scene, when Frances, who has finally 
drunken fury tears the scales from the girl’s eyes. 


The story moves, has suspense—Frances sees that 
—and dramatic ending, which Frances also provides. 
The characters are well drawn and motivated. 
all interesting and ably contrived novel, but one 
whose casual attitude toward sin and sex limits its audi- 
ence discriminating adults. 


Edward Jacklin, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Glyn, Anthony 

Dial. Oct. 30,1957. 376p. $3.95. 
This book, which has gone through five editions 
London, has the flavor first novel young man 
who has mastered the skeleton form successful writ- 
ing procedures and clothed the skeleton with substance. 
Whether the substance important not depends 
upon the reader. 


Hugh Pemberton, scion conservative British family, 
which has drawn its living from sugar plantation 


Pemberton, Ltd. 
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the Caribbean for over hundred years, has gone out 
the family providor eighteen months hitch 
plant supervisor. has left wife, newly born 
twins, and ambition writer behind him. 
perfectly proper pagan, though practicing member 
the Village Church (he even reads the Lesson 
furlough home), the author introduces him 
packing return home that furlough. His short 
romance with Chinese-Scotch girl leads the usual 
assignation seemingly necessary create Best-Seller 
among present-day novels. 

This clearly reminiscent book another Glyn 
previous generation. 

Events occur fast. His wife, who has taken job 
his absence and has hired young German girl take 
care their twins, requires second honeymoon 
Italy which immediately described the manner 
Omar Khayyam. His cousin, titular head the firm, 
recants his promise provide permanent place 
for Hugh the stale, staid London office. strike, 
however, occurs Nativadad, the sugar center the 
family fortune. The local general manager dies and 
Hugh called upon return. What happens from 
then belongs the reader. 

The characterizations are good, the story plausible, the 
denouement the plot bit unsatisfactory this re- 
viewer. 

The book marred indelicate references procrea- 
tion, out sympathy with Almighty God’s admonition 
“to and multiply” and the sacred character 
marriage Sacrament the Church. portrays 
decadent society, enveloped materialism and only 
such could any moral lesson drawn from its con- 


clusions. 
Franklin Dunham, 
Washington, 


Kovacs, Ernie Zoomar 


Doubleday. Oct. 22,1957. 348p. $3.95. 
this novel begins, Tom Moore, the hero, working 
for New York advertising gency. Tom has been par- 
ticularly successful. However, his principal account sud- 
denly becomes bankrupt. His importance the agency 
diminishes, and joins the United Broadcasting Com- 
pany, huge television chain. His first job help 
organize and produce show for Wipe-Ola shoe polish. 
beauty contest decided upon, and various candi- 
dates for Miss Wipe-Ola are brought New York and 
presented the programs. Mr. Brummer, the owner 
the Wipe-Ola company seduces one the con- 
testants, but when her lurid past comes light, she 
shipped off Florida. The program considerable 
financial success. Tom advances rank, wins big 
sponsor for the station, and finally promoted the 
head the West Coast section the company. 

Zoomar first novel comedian Ernie Kovacs. 
Ambivalence the word that immediately comes 
mind judging this work. Mr. Kovacs presents some 
very interesting behind-the-scenes data about television: 
the problems producing show; the technical aspects 
considered; the ordeal telethon; and the pres- 
sures the personnel. The expositions and descrip- 
tions these various facets are highly informative 


Chase 


and rewarding reading. Likewise said 
Kovacs’ credit that has slick style which sort 
hybrid Walter Winchell and the typical Broadway 
press agent. not Addisonian style, but 
frequently arresting, occasionally clever, 
readable. jokester, too, Mr. Kovacs supplies 
amusing chuckle. 

the debit side, one must conclude from this 
that anyone associated with television 
The chit-chat and conversation either shop talk 
sex talk. Many the situations involve sex. Actually 
Zoomar drenched sex, and this emphasis gets 
ous after time. This tediousness joins with core 
leaves cheap, unsavory feeling with the reader. 
this vein the episode where Karen Loeb, the 
secretary, commits adultery with him 
him that did not lose any his fidelity his wife 
because they have shared everything else his office 
and now they have come share physically what 
natural for friendly employer and likable secretary 
share. Karen, thought Tom, was 
female.” does not think anything, however, about 
her immorality illogical justification evil. 
Kovacs seems follow the philosophy throwing 
sex passage any time loss for scene 
story idea. 


This book drags frightfully times. About one 
dred and fifty pages could dropped without any 
damage the plot. tightening the material with 
the emphasis production data would have made 
much better book. this present saga have too 
much waste and too much bad taste. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Chase, Mary Ellen The Edge Darkness 
Norton. Oct. 28,1957. 235p. $3.50. 


Readers have come expect polished, mature, and 
humanely perceptive writing from Mary Ellen Chase. 
They will not disappointed her new book, which 
has the added appeal returning the materials 
her early fiction about New England seafaring life. With 
little dependence narrative conflict, can 
called novel only loose sense. Rather col- 
lection twelve sketches designed show the ethos 
any the isolated fishing villages along the Maine 
coast. addition their unity setting, these are 
given frame work the funeral old 
whose death provides focus for their separate stories 
somewhat resembling Wilder’s Peruvian bridge. 
Sarah Holt’s death ninety marks the end era 
for the folk around Shag Island. Her life reached back 
the clipper days, when, with her searfaring husband, 
she sailed around the world for twenty years. the 
house looking across the bay her island birthplace 
she then reared two sons and grew beloved, 
aristocratic symbol glorious though fading past. 


One son, Jeff, ran away years ago the wheat fields 
Kansas. Thaddeus remained and developed into 
tolerated, likeable disappointment whose fondness for 
the bottle brought desertion his fine wife, Nan, de- 
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NoveMBER 15, 1957 Linington Lauer 
1746 Ringan Monteith was studying art Paris 


her persistent love. Sarah’s death brings about 
when messenger from Scotland arrived with the news 


ddeus reappraisal his life; little salvageable, 


does undergo partial rejuvenation. that had become the chief his clan. His father, 

but stimulation occurs the others who view the two brothers and sister had been ruthlessly wiped out 

always attend the funeral the sunny autumn after the English victory Culloden, because neigh- 
bor, Mackinnon, had falsely accused them aiding 


afternoon that symbolizes, with Sarah, the steady glow 
“the edge darkness” which the combination 
hope and hardship typical the region. Like the pass- 
obsessed. Browning’s Pippa, Sarah unknowingly brings all 


Actually self. 
First Sam Parker, old lobsterman who devotes 


ies 
the “Young Pretender.” According the Highland 


code honor this was debt that could only paid 
with the blood the traitor and his family. Rangin, 
under the assumed name Monsieur Janvier, went 
London where Mackinnon was living luxury with 
his only son and daughter. 


will not plunge dagger into their backs dark, 


novel 


himself clearing the brush from the run-down grave- 

yard make worthy resting place. Dan Thurston, night. Such death would too easy and 
der. another solitary bachelor, more crushed the loss They must made suffer for their crime 
his dog than the passing Sarah. Then there his family had suffered. After careful study 
Lucy Norton, Sarah’s best friend and alert, respon- believes that can accomplish the ruin all three 
his wife sive contrast her taciturn, backward husband. Dur- through Mackinnon’s infatuation with woman 


loose morals, and his weakness for piquet, popular 


ris office thirty years the general store she maneuvered him 


what Lucy has built Joel’s self-confidence and soci- card-game. therefore deliberately steals the affec- 
ability, and the funeral becomes climax this woman, and learning cheat cards 
lation Sarah’s “long, hard, triumphant life.” forces his archenemy into serious debt. But when the 
about other couples find their marital vicissitudes latter unexpectedly murdered someone else, and 
il. touched the occasion: Ben and Hannah Stevens, web closing the other two, Ringan has 
out any Sawyer, seemingly mismated pair who find strength rather than 
ial with and intimacy contemplation Sarah; and the Ran- Elizabeth Linington, who seems have chosen the 
made bedraggled gypsies engaged deer-poaching eighteenth century her specialty, makes the London 
too nefarious practices. society that period come life her pages, and 
Another anomaly Trudy West, trollop separated also gives some vivid descriptions the character 
her husband and now earning her gin and Hogarth, the famous artist, and Garrick, rising 
cigarettes ready overnight companionship with any Shakespearean actor. much better-written and 
man who happens along. Similarly apart from the exciting than her last novel the American 
village folk are the “backwater people,” thin-spirited Revolution, and may even find its way the Holly- 
lot whose fertile land, easy fishing, and fogless days wood screen. 
make the cove fishermen look down them not few the conversations are marked profanity 
sufficiently hardy and self-reliant. and lack respect for the name Christ. one 
re, and their Sunday best, freshly scrubbed and with serious place she mentions great detail how Rangin satisfied 
Chase. mien, these and others crowd the quiet cove with skiffs his unlawful sexual desires.. The lesson the book 
and dories for the simple Scriptural reading and few certainly good one: love and forgive our neighbor, 
that are Sarah’s last rites. Several the Our enemy. But from number passages the 
the tide for the burial Shag Island, where author clearly implies that one can maintain this high 
life began, while Lucy cares for the others standard conduct permanently without belief 
the store amid reflections about the petty rivalries, personal God, and constant recourse His help. 
ethos Paltry suspicions, but courageous industry and insepa- Few will agree with her. 
Maine interdependence that make life among the coast Stephen McKenna, 
ese are memorable, human experience. Santa Maria 
Perhaps the most remarkable aspect Miss Chase’s Ponce, Puerto Rico 
stories achievement her unerring ability avoid romanticiz- 
ing her material without drifting into the opposite ex- Stefanie Home the Place 
era too grim realism depressing determinism. Oct. 14, 1957. 299p. $3.95. 
scenes and characters catch the somber tone cannot any way recommend this book, Home the 
isband, life reticent, hardy people with mellow- According the publisher, Stefanie Lauer, the 
the style and sympathetic warmth that should should well-qualified good piece 
experience for any mature reader. work. She has been Fellow the American Council 
eloved, George Grauel, Ph.D., Learned Societies and the Bread Loaf Writers’ 
ast. John Carroll University, Conference. The matter the book also troubles me. 
fields Cleveland 18, Ohio did not find “brimming over with life always 
ess for Elizabeth Monsieur Janvier Home the Place divided into four parts called, The 
Doubleday. Oct. 288p. $3.95. Prologue, The Backdrop, The Stage, The Epilogue. 
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mind this awkward and confusing way pre- 
sent story; there might have been eough substance 
the part called The Stage very nice piece 
work short story; there not enough any part 
the book warrant 299 page novel. 

find that the book shocking from many points 
view. The family life labelled “always engaging” 
really distressing. The clawing and the pawing, (these 
are the author’s words), one another, the utter dis- 
regard for any standards morality, the bluntness and 
coarseness with which matters sex are spoken of, but 
detailed nauseam not good reading for anybody. 


Ruth flees from Germany America and one 
tempted ask “for what?” mother and Tania, 
are led suppose were purged, and one wonders 
“why?” Robert andUrsula, the young brother and sister 
escape England, and one tempted ask “to what 
purpose?” The characters are said combinations 
people whom the author remembers and fresh crea- 
tions from her own genius. The book covers time 
from the childhood Ruth and Tania their late 
adolescence early maturity. But they and all the 
other characters are static, dull, repulsive. The caress- 
ing use “Mummy” for her mother the first part 
the book misleading the extreme. There 
real love between any two members the family. And 
the mother’s wish that Ruth, who tells the story, and is, 
suppose, the main character, should “good, happy, 
healthy, beautiful and intelligent” 
glimpsed page 298. Nothing the book bears wit- 
ness that that truly the mother’s wish for her child. 
The title comes from Robert Frost’s “Death the 
Hired Man.” cannot see the relevance. the poem, 
the phrase spoken great compassion for Silas whose 
own folks live the road piece, but who has come 
“home” Warren and Mary die. this book, 
there compassion, there one with the delicacy 
spirit Mary, one with the blunt honesty 
Warren, one with the childlike spirit Silas, 
place which could possibly called “home.” 


read this book waste one’s time. neither 
good book, nor particularly well-written book. 
hope that Stefanie Lauer ever writes another she 
will really show some the great “charm and 
ability” which her publishers claim for her. This book 
not “lighthearted” nor does “glow.” hope that 
will long time before read another its kind. 

Sister Mary William, Ph.D., President, 

The College St. Catherine, 

St. Paul, Minnesota 


Barnes, Margaret Isabel the Fair 
Macrae-Smith. Oct. 21,1957. 349p. $3.95. 

When the proud and beautiful Isabel Capet married 
Edward England she expected fulfill all the 
duties capable Queen and hoped for romanti- 
cally happy marriage addition. Her hopes were 
rudely shattered when Edward fixed all his attention 
his favorite Piers Gaveston and did scarcely more 
than his duty helping Isabel provide heirs for the 
kingdom. great was Gaveston’s hold upon him that 
even Isabel’s family jewelry was given him. spite 
Dowager Queen Marguerite’s advice Isabel threw 


Barnes Anson 


Best 


her lot with the English nobility who hated 
and worked for his deposition. She had hoped tha 
with Gaveston out the way, she would assume 
rightful place but what little love Edward had for 
died when learned her participation the de. 
position. 

Such weakling was Edward that could not even 
preserve the Scottish borders but lost the great battle 
Bannockburn the Bruce. soon fell under the 
spell new favorite Hugh Despenser and life be. 
came even more miserable for Isabel. She turned 
Roger Mortimer, strong man the Welsh 
who was however soon captured and imprisoned the 
Tower. Isabel helped him escape and eventually joined 
him France bringing her young son Edward. She 
and Mortimer led landing England, deposing 
ward and crowning Edward III for whom Mortimer 
ruled regent. Against her wishes Edward was mur 
dered and Isabel finally realized her mistake not 
ing her husband matter what his faults. Edward 
soon disposed Mortimer and imprisoned Isabel her 
life ends failure. 

one series quiet historical novels concerning 
women famous English history this competently 
done but little interest other than escape 


Suitable for adults. 
Leonard Wolf, 
University Scranton 


Anson, Peter 
Kenedy. Oct. 24,1957. 286p. $4.75. 

The life John Hawes was full and varied 
any can be. original from his earliest years, his 
upbringing was victorian, his inclinations were always 
aesthetic and spiritual. Son London barrister, 
career architecture lay open before him when 
suddenly became Anglican minister. Influenced 
Franciscan ideals and attracted the externals the 
Roman ritual, eventually was received into the 
Catholic Church after several starts with Anglican 
Franciscans and Benedictines. Uncertain his true 
vocation, set out for Canada where worked ina 
railroad construction camp “mule-skinner” and 
tramped across the northwest before made his 
cision become priest. Ordained Rome after his 
studies Beda College, accepted the offer 
missionary Western Australia. 

Here Yalgoo rode horseback from camp 
camp, visiting desolate outposts the Bush and 
ing friends with the miners. took horse racing, 
acting his own jockey (he once won the Geraldton 
Cup); bred fox terriers; distinguished himself 
church architect and was made monsignor. The 
Franciscan love poverty and his own desire for soli- 
tude began haunt him and last drew him back 
the Bahamas, scene missionary work when was 
still member the Anglican clergy. Cat Island, the 
place that chose, offered hilltop for hermitage 
and isolation from the world. 

Fra Jerome, now called himself, soon found, how- 
ever that the natives needed him, that his architectural 
services were constant demand, and that ava 
lanche publicity was making him object 
osity tourists. The invasion his solitude often was 
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only during dangerous sea journeys from 
and the end his life suffered 
the conflict between what felt was his duty 
the world and his longing cut off from it. 

Fra Jerome’s architectural tastes might described 
although seems have settled ona Moorish- 
California Mission style toward the end his life. His 
attitude toward recent styles seems ambivalent 
far disdained with amusing irony some the more 
daring contemporary churches—yet was made subject 
several articles for his own innovations Liturgical 
Arts magazine the early 50’s. Reference frequently 
made carvings and murals originating Fra Jerome 
hand but this well constructed biography gives disap- 
pointingly hint them its four pages photo- 
gaphs. Inclusion made many hastily drawn cari- 
catures himself which mark him man de- 
human saneness not altogther accom- 
plished cartoonist. 
Author Anson has given remarkably good account, 
well documented, this independent, childlike, fol- 
lower St. Francis and Charles Foucauld. Such 
touching simplicity can seen the directions 
gave concerning his last resting place the cave under 
his aerie Cat Island: coffin wooden shell. 
Place the body clothed the Franciscan habit and rope 
girdle, barefoooted. Place lying flat (on back) the 
hare rock the extreme east end the cave with the 
toward the east and the arms outstretched the 
form cross. Then wall the low arch natural 
rock with stones and some lime mortar.” 

Brother Gabriel, F.S.C., 

Salle College, 

Philadelphia 41, Pennsylvania 


Slaughter, Frank The Mapmaker 
Doubleday. Nov. 1957. 320p. $3.95. 

Leonor, fair heroine, closes the curtain this tale 
saying demurely, “But then have yet see some- 
thing that Andrea Bianco cannot well. Amen, 
say. For Andrea Bianco, the Mapmaker, something 
more than genius navigator. likewise war- 
lover, gentleman, near saint.” cold history 
kind him the warm prose Dr. Frank Slaughter 
then Andrea Bianco surely one time’s grand 
achievements. 

Dr. Frank Slaughter can tell story well. The adven- 
tures Andrea Bianco, actual navigator who sailed 
fifty years before Columbus, are many and varied. 
follow him through the middle fifteenth century. Our 
story reveals him upon its opening captured galley 
slave. His escape, return home and subsequent be- 
trayal the hands villainous half-brother are the 
stuf thrilling moments. Rejected his own and 
enslaved again punishment Andrea fortunately falls 
into the loving hands Dona Leonor’s father. From 
then question time before redeemed and 
his genius navigator works wonders for Portugal and 
the world. With Andrea discover the strange, 
fabled isle Antillia, one thousand leagues west the 
Canaries. meet its strange growths and animals 
and battle with its natives. 

The age one Catholic piety; Venice and Portu- 
gal and great sea conquests. Men are brutal, their 
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women delectable but through all our Mapmaker 
steers splendid way—even rising above the accepted 
traffic slaves. the dabbler things scientific, 
these pages may hold special interest. The early in- 
struments navigation and geography are described 
detail. Astrolobes and “Jacob’s Staffs” along with our 
hero’s prize “Al-Kemal” figure largely. And scattered 
throughout are exciting battles and bloody duels. All 
the ingredients drama are here. 

Naturally there are lovers and triangles add zest. 
Temptation the form the lovely Angelita, now 
wife the villain since Andrea’s betrayal, comes 
the Mapmaker. Fall does and the description his 
sin could bother the young this scene. But there 
happy ending. Virtue wins out. The Mapmaker 
defeats his brother mortal combat win the fair 
Leonor. settled down, seems, the life map- 
maker and lived happily ever after. For adults and for 
quick reading this may supply background for in- 


eresting part history. 
Daniel Linehan, 
Chaptico, Maryland 


Lewis, Jerry (Editor) 

Great Stories About Show Business 
Coward-McCann. Nov. 384p. $5.00. 
Jerry Lewis, (formerly sports writer and currently 
script-writer), waded through amazing mass 
material and came with Great Stories About Show 
Business—a compilation that attempts capture the 
flavor and magic that make-believe world which 
the people possess the secret “perpetual emotion.” 
The list authors whose works are included the 
book reads like literary “Who’s Who” and the stories 
range style from that Robert Benchley John 
Galsworthy. Anyone even remotely interested 
curious about show business sure find something 
suited his taste. 
There is, for example, Verna, Paul Gallico. Writ- 
ten the Snow-Goose tradition, this another his 
little-people-caught-in-the-grip-of-war stories. Although 
she can neither sing, nor dance, nor create illusion, 
Verna tours with Camp Shows Unit and simply 
“wows” the boys front because “her thin child-like 
body reminds them girl back home.” Mr. Gallico 
pulls out all the stops this one and the movies would 
classify “three handkerchief job.” you eschew 
the sentimental how about giving the local-color-school 
Romance the Roaring Forties Damon 
Runyon, although means his best, delightful 
yarn about the love life the Broadway guys and dolls 
knew well. Arthur Kober’s Good-by Palship 
uses the ap- 
proach but set Hollywood instead Broadway. 
you prefer something the caustic side, Dorothy 
Parker her biting best Glory the Daytime and 
difficult determine which she dislikes more the 
“luminous, passionate elect who serve the theatre” 
the throng who worship the shrine. 
Using the same acid style, Bud Schulberg focuses 
artist who prostitutes his gift for mere material gain 
and his story, The Real Viennese Schmalz, both mov- 
ing and devastating. Although impossible within 
the limits this review discuss all twenty-seven 
stories, those Louis Bromfield, Richard Harding 
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Davis, Ben Hecht, Henry, and George Bernard Shaw 
are particularly interesting. Great Stories About Show 
Business the type book one enjoys having around 
for pick-up reading, either bridge irritating waiting 
gap give one brief change-of-pace bit re- 


Sister Gregory, O.P., 
Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois 
Karp, David Leave Alone 


Knopf. Oct. 21,1957. 303p. $3.95. 


Leave Alone meant dual problem novel 
about the publishing business, and about life subur- 
ban community. There nothing very much new 
the first these situations, but the second provides the 
occasion for some interesting insights into the mentality 
Urbana. 

junior editor the Searington Company, Arthur 
Douglas, prevailed upon family pressures move 
Oaktown, twenty miles out along the Island from 
New York City. All goes well with him until 
accepts the chairmanship the library committee, 
which attempting raise funds for the construction 
new building. 

Now all the inadequacies his neighbors become evi- 
dent. There are petty jealousies, individual interests, 
distorted impressions and all sorts misunderstand- 
ings which lead Arthur give disgust. were 
possible, would resign altogether from the human 
race. 

Meanwhile, things the publishing business are com- 
ing climax. Finally, the senior editor dies. Arthur 
seems the likely choice successor, but his place 
taken Johnny-come-lately, whose family has 
bought their way into the business. 

David Karp writes well and coherently about these and 
all the other problems brings into his novel. fact 
seems that his technique considerably ahead his 
story. The problems seem ersatz ones, manufac- 
tured for the occasion. Although the writing with- 
out technical flaw, there little involvement the 
reader the lives persons the novel. seems 
possible that when further experience and thoughtful 
maturity provides the author with compelling sense 
the deeper mysteries the human personality, 
will able write story more significance than 
his present work. 

may say this novel what Mel Allen will occa- 
sionally say during the baseball season: hits, and 


errors. 
Brother John, F.S.C., Ph.D., 
Dean, Salle College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Mayfield, Julian The Hit 


Vanguard. 212p. $3.50. 


Within the space twenty-four hours, aspect life 
Harlem, New York City, the Black Belt, 
used called, bared Julian Mayfield what 
presumably his first novel. His association with the 
theater, both actor and playright, has aided him 
considerably wringing many dramatic nuances from 


Karp Mayfield Stevenson 


Best 


his simple story. This particularly noticeable wha 
character delineation achieves and what 
personal conflicts avails himself heighten his nay. 
rative. However, shows more competency than 
brilliance, for The Hit results being more 
nette than penetrating and perceptive study 
group helpless people. 

Hubert Cooley has wife Gertrude, son James Lee 
and attraction for Sister Clarisse, prim Baptist 
hit the numbers game. the numbers game 
will release him from the dullness and squalor his 
life Harlem, give him the love Sister Clarisse, 
provide him with new and enviable life San Fran. 
cisco—so believes. His faith the numbers game 
compelling that even steals his wife’s 
hard-earned dollars try again for sudden riches. 
does make the hit, but never achieves his dream. 


that little world, mostly centered few 
Lenox Avenue, nobody might said achieve his 
dream. There seen Hubert’s son, James Lee, bound 
and frustrated his mistress, Essie, his job taxi 
driver, and his incompatible parents. There seen, 
too, Hubert’s wife, Gertrude, rejected him, toiling 
endlessly job that Hubert should doing. 
one, seems, could find any fulfillment that sort 
life. 


But this nihilistic existence has certain amount 
vibrancy and color—mostly sensual nature—which 


Julian Mayfield does re-create graphically. The 


less triumphs passionate pleasure, the hearty 
ism which apparently cannot killed economic and 
social discrimination, the bewildered and disillusioning 
self-examination which make the lives these 
fortunate people, are all deftly wrought. But whereas 
fact, might said very much depressing 
one, suggesting Negro Lower Depths. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
The Holy Name Journal, 
New York 21, New York 


Stevenson, The Tall Stranger 
Rinehart. 277p. $3.50. 

There are readers who—to unbend the mind —like 
nothing bettr than lose themselves the blue gun- 
smoke action-packed Westerns the off-beat 
sleuthing today’s restless and well-nigh omniscent 
private eyes. There are others (mostly women, sus 
pect) who find their reading for relaxation novels 
that concentrate the romantic entaglements young 
love. Apparently for some time now Stevenson 
has been keeping this group readers happily diverted, 
for The Tall Stranger her latest addition long 
list novels that now runs more than thirty. 


With the fog the worst years, London was place 
for Barbie France recover. She had been seriously 
ill and was now uncharacteristically despondent. 

arrangements were made for her visit with her aunt, 
Lady Amalie Steyne, the family estate the Cots 
wolds—the hilly sheep-raising district 
shire. Lots sun, fresh country air, and barrage 
attention from Aunt Amie and her worldly-wise 
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Edward Steyne, soon revived Barbie’s pallid spirits. 
Here she met Henry Buchland, tall naval officer, 
whom she found most interesting until abruptly 
failed appointment and sent word 
explanation. Edward then proposed and for time 
Barbie accepted. When she became better acquainted 
with Edward’s rootless nature and mendacious ways, 
she broke off the engagement and returned London 
resume her job interior decorator. Barbie was 
very good this work and almost once was sent off 
Scotland mollify irate Mrs. Scott whose order 
had the interim been mixed Barbie’s inefficient 
replacement. piece blatant coincidence that 
Miss Stevenson coolly engineers without batting eye, 
Mrs. Scott turns out Henry Buckland’s sister. One 
stormy night shortly thereafter, there was quite crisis 
the castle during which Barbie 
admirably. The differences between herself and Henry 
are soon ironed out everyone’s entire satisfaction. 


This fast-paced bit storytelling, relatively unde- 
manding and executed with enough wit and skill 
placate one’s critical sense. Obviously old hand 
this sort thing, Miss Stevenson chooses skate 
across some remarkably thin ice and yet manages not 
crashing waist-deep into sentimentality. Her fans, 
Isuspect, will welcome The Tall Stranger pleasant 
enough tale rather charming young lady love. 


William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Stern, Seventy Times Seven 
Macmillan. Oct. 1,1957. 256p. $3.50. 

From its title quoting the words Our Lord reply 
the question put him Peter, readily evident 
that the theme Miss Stern‘s latest novel, Seventy 
Times Seven, forgiveness. Recognized writer 
who fond having her characters relive periods 
the past through unconventional reminiscences, the in- 
defatigable authoress, whose first book appeared the 
long ago 1914, way overawed dismayed 
the profundity her subject. fact, her approach 
times amazingly light that the reader, unsus- 
pecting victim her ingratiating charm and warmth, 
almost loses sight her digressions and frequent illogi- 
cal developments. the time the complex situation 
reaches its unexpected and somewhat half-hearted de- 
nouement one wonders whom the title’s quotation 
has reference. But such usually the case with mis- 
understanding—that plays some unfortunate tricks— 
and this instance virtually case one being 
more offended than offending. 


Warmhearted and witty, Janice Arnot, middle-aged 
widow, unexpectedly finds herself seeking the forgive- 
ness life-long friend time when failing health 
threatens end her career dramatic coach. Janice, 
seems, one those individuals who unwittingly 
and unintentionally alienates her friends her some- 
times sharp tongue and supposedly good-natured mock- 
ery. not until dear, old acquaintance, Raff 
Godwin, famous architect, turns against her with 
the stinging charge: “You once did something 
cruel that can never forgive you,” that she begins 
think the defection Laurel Day-Oliver, unpre- 
dictable neurotic companion earlier school years. 


Stern 


Bates 277 
this point that Janice turns reassessing her life 
and once seeks assistance from mutual acquaintances 
whom she apprised Laurel’s suicide. The result 
all her exploring and soul-searching leaves her with 
clear conscience far Laurel concerned, but 
the mystery Godwin’s estrangement becomes ever 
much more appalling and perplexing. This leads 
further penetrating self-analysis with Janice now dwell- 
ing more personal matters concerning the childhood 
her two married daughters. this area that 
the author demonstrates her talent for bringing into 
focus the complex interplay family relationships. 
Still theatrical the core, Janice displays her inner 
emotions and temperament accepting employment 
with welfare agency. this way she hopes dispel 
her ostensible unhappiness and suppress her feeling 
injured innocence. due time she receives docu- 
ment, written Godwin before his death, which ex- 
plains how came blame her for unpleasant 
incident his life. 

Intertwined with Janice’s personal dilemma, the author 
further develops this pattern family relationships 
introducting the heroine’s octogenarian father, Sir Bene- 
dict Orme, former great the theatrical world. 
Satisfied with leading the easy, unhurried social life, 
the old gent thinks every ruse escape writing his 
autobiography despite the persistent urgings the 
young, attractive and efficient secretary hired for him 
his daughter. likable and interesting codger, Sir 
Benedict interjects much the humor which scat- 
tered through otherwise serious affair. 


Whatever weaknesses are attributed the de- 
velopment Miss Stern’s story are easily overlooked 
her gifted style and remarkable characterization. 
Her novel written for entertainment, and that fur- 
nishes aplenty simply being pleasant, interesting 
story which adult readers should find highly enjoyable. 

Francis Ullrich, Ph.D.., 

Manhattan College, 

New York 71, New York 


Bates, Summer Salandar 
Little, Brown. Nov. 1957. 288p. $3.95. 


“Death Huntsman,” the first story, the quiet 
adventure elderly man falling love with girl 
whose Mother had romanced long time ago. Taut 
pulled bow string can readily observe the com- 
mon plot elements the married man Henry fed 
with boozy wife; his meeting with Valerie, young, 
unspoiled idealistic; and the third woman this web 
tragedy, Edna, mother Valerie, who hard, 
calculating, artificial “like the tarnished silver balls left 
the wedding cake.” Henry dies auto accident 
when tries kill Edna when she discovers his love 
for Valerie. was more attracted the style the 
writing than the outcome. fact Mr. Bates’ facile 
pen overpowers you every page. like hearing 
delicate violin solo with occasional heavy beat 
from the bass viol tragedy. All four stories are 
tragedies. “Night Run the West” taut narra- 
tive concerning truck driver and woman who has 
married much older man hoping would die soon. 
“Summer Salandar,” which gives the book title, 
lush story off-season tropical resort, English- 
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man exile and mysterious English lady called Vane. 
Here Mr. Bates allows his love symbolism and color 
and jewel-like figures speech smother any action 
you may naturally expect. Maybe this was the intent. 
“The Queen Spain Fritillary” genuine, offbeat 
story about Teenager and very elderly man who 
collects butterflies, (the Queen Spain Fritillary 
one), who philosophizes about old Romans eating cater- 
pillars. the end Miss Carfax, neighbor, found 
dead cyanide poisoning, ingredient used em- 
balming butterflies. 
Hitchcock the tragic situations are underplayed 
thus heightening the tense screaming eruption the 
climax. Summer Salandar delightful reading 
experience for the discriminating reader. 

Brother Gerald Edward, C.F.X., 

Keith Academy, 

Lowell, Massachusetts 


Fletcher, Inglis The Wind the Forest 

This historical novel develops episode which took 
place circa 1771 the Carolinas and foreshadowed 
the coming Revolutionary War. about that time 
organization the woodsmen and farmers the 
western area Carolina were bitterly protesting the 
injustice done them the tidewater planters and the 
royal governor, William Tryon. The rebels called 
themselves The Regulators. Taxes were too high; the 
taxed were not being given fair representation the 
Assembly, and justice was not only costly but poorly 
administered. The governor had promised correct 
these abuses, but his time and attention were taken 
building executive mansion that was proving very 
costly. Instead listening the more temperate 
counsel Adam Rutledge, the governor relied for his 
information upon certain Colonel Fanning, mean 
and arrogant man whose only notion how remedy 
the situation was put the leaders The Regulators 
jail worse. Leader the Regulators was Harmon 
Husband, man who detested violence but felt him- 
self driven write pamphlets and handbills, the only 
outcome which could open rebellion unless meas- 
ures were swiftly taken correct the situation. Here- 
upon enters Hillary Caswell, young man who had 
promised his dying father that would engage 
politics before settling down the life gentleman 
planter. Although originally from Maryland, Hillary 
able get the post assistant the secretary 
the governor. Among his influential Carolina relatives, 
Hillary meets the beautiful Cecilia Chapman. Cecilia 
however cannot understand Hillary’s interest politics. 


Hillary sympathetic the Regulators, even when 
their open rebellion almost ruins the grand ball the 
governor gives open his new palace. The governor’s 
pleasure his new home short-lived for named 
the governorship New York. resolves, none- 
theless, march against the Regulators and the two 
forces meet May 16, 1771. The Regulators are 
beaten and put flight, Hillary, disgusted with the 
outcome and with politics general, returns his 
plantation and Cecilia. 

Except for some confusion about names, this clearly 
written novel, offering pleasant diversion for adults. 


may bit too genteel hold masculine intereg, 
however; and, with the exception Adam Rutledge, 
the characters are hardly more than pegs holding the 


thread the story. 
William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Ruesch, Hans South the Hear 
Coward-McCann. Sept. 25,1957. 316p. $3.95. 


their remote, primitive peninsula the Arabs scratch 
out their sand-surrounded lives much they did 
sands years ago. There are few changes: the 
mechanized West has instructed them more efficient 
methods war and provided apparently 
new source wealth for the tyrants: oil. 
age when survival for all depends the delicate bal- 
ance power between East and West, there 
added interest outsiders. For Arab chieftains can 
longer throw their weight around, sense, without 
rocking everyone else’s boat. 

This novel the Swiss author Top the World 
and The Racers outwardly pure adventure story 
one likely find modern fiction the higher 
levels. Mr. Ruesch dallies with struggle 
cance, war between one king dedicated the com- 
forts oil and the modern techniques oppression, 
and rival rooted the traditional 
backward virtues Islam. But the conflict chiefly 
eyewash: the author far more concerned with Arab 
passions, both the harem and the desert 
fields. Set mythical Arabian kingdom while the 
“infidels” were embroiled World War II, the story 
has more Cold War significance than had been 
set, complete with its progressive-conservative clash and 
minus rifles and armored cars, the day the 
Prophet. 

Yet one the author’s decided accomplishments 
that the timelessness the Arab world comes across 
with such impact. Here, always was and probably 
always will be, the world incredible luxury for the 
few and abject misery for the many, cruelty and 
faith, wisdom and ignorance, vast virtue and 
vaster evil, romance and continence and utter degra- 
dation women. 

The Arab contradictory and fascinating, 
meanest efforts basic survival his noblest religious 
beliefs. Mr. Ruesch, who narrates the book its lead- 
ing character, Auda, son one the contending sul- 
tans, may measure his success his effectiveness 
slicing into cross-section the Arab mind: his 
thoughts, his motivations Auda are relentlessly in- 
teresting. 

Otherwise, except for some highly professional, 
rather stilted (Arab-style) narrative, the book routine 
grist for the kind film that used star Turhan Bey. 
Auda living the soft life hostage the palace 
his father’s enemy, Nesib, and even gets married 
the king’s scrumptious daughter, Lahlah 
raised solely for the pleasure Auda, Mr. Ruesch and 
his readers), before duty calls him back his father 
the desert. His purpose persuade the virtuous 
old sultan face the twentieth century and accede 
Nesib. ends leading one his father’s armies 
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complicated three-pronged attack against his 
powerful father-in-law. 
The great bulk the novel concerned with the 
Auda’s force, mock-army rabble, slaves 
and criminals, thirst and brawl its way across two 
impassable deserts, through armored cars, planes, ma- 
chine guns and treachery, the gates Nesib’s city. 
The action adequate for wide-screen and stereophonic 
The battles are fully-described down the 
hump the last camel, and they come rhythmic 
intervals leading the climactic one the plains 
the city. People die extravagantly, including 
most the major characters; there are many muti- 
lations, atrocities, rapes, and bodies fouling the 
drinking water that one eventually becomes immune. 
Except for one particularly horrible scene which the 
heroes, surrounded lepers, cut their way terror 
the open country. 
There also the inevitable dying-of-thirst scene, essen- 
tial any good desert story, and devoted slave girl 
who turns unexpectedly take our minds off the 
blood through the final quarter the trek. the 
whole, the virtues Mr. Ruesch’s book are probably 
not worth the drawbacks, unless one likes his adven- 
ture primitive, raw, and mostly for the awe it. 

James Arnold, 

Creighton University, 

Omaha, Nebraska 

Lord Halifax Fullness Days 
Dodd, Mead. Sept. 23, 1957. 336p. $6.00. 
Prevailed upon his wife and family, Lord Halifax 
has here written what calls “some record past 
years.” Admittedly not autobiography, but rather 
account “whatever may worth recording,” this 
volume personal recollection the life, times, 
opinions, crises and experiences one Britain’s out- 
standing public servants. 
The book follows chronological development giving 
memories his youth, insight into the workings 
Parliament, intimate glimpse Viceroy India 
during Gandhi’s campaign civil disobedience, re- 
vealing account British social life, “apologia” for 
the years Lord Halifax spent the Foreign Office, and 
British evaluation the United States seen from 
the Ambassador’s office Washington from 1941 
1946. 
During his years office Lord Halifax kept rather 
precise diary and from this quotes length cover 
Hitler Berchtesgaden. This gives now 
the English diplomat’s appraisal Hitler and his col- 
leagues prior Munich and the war. 
the discussions Munich, Lord Halifax comes for- 
actions the time. His observations the then cur- 
British public opinion, his criticism the press, 
his charges that Churchill Chamberlain less than 
justice” are all pointed and informed. 
tries clear misunderstanding over the guar- 
antees given Poland and Roumania Chamberlain 
and calls the comment volume British Official 
Documents 1939 “unfair Chamberlain.” ad- 
mits that Chamberlain had his unhappy times but 
will not moved from his stand. 


Lord Halifax Hibbert 
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“When war did come year later found country and 
Commonwealth wholly united within itself, convinced the 
foundation soul and conscience that every conceivable 
effort had been made find the way sparing Europe the 
ordeal war, and that alternative remained. And this 
was the big thing that Chamberlain did.” 


Lord Halifax came Washington British Ambas- 
sador January, 1941 and remained till May, 1946. 
frankly and honestly critical United States 
attitudes and politics times but wants the world 
know that thinks the United States wonderful 
place and that are wonderful people. sees 
admirable “capacity stirred moral in- 
and foresees poorer world this were 
ost. 
Included interesting comparison the British 
and American systems government and number 
personal impressions the men who guided the 
United States during the War years. often cites 
the influence religion and religious holidays British 
life and concludes religious note thanking Divine 
Providence for everything. 
would recommend this book any adult reader. 
Librarians: buy it. 

Peter Damian Holzer, O.F.M., Ph.D., 

Quincy College, 

Quincy Illinois 


Hibbert, Christopher The Road Tyburn 


The author expert the Eighteenth Century. 
selected the life, adventures and death Jack 
Sheppard and upon these embroiders the scabrous 
tapestry the fetid London slums and dives and the 
gangrenous warrens that housed the ruffians the 
underworld. 


Sheppard was evidently the Houdini the jail circuit 
because the accounts his many escapes against insur- 
mountable odds reads like adolescent thriller. From 
literary viewpoint Jack Sheppard was the right man. 
wrote account his life Daniel Defoe. Shep- 
pard was the inspiration countless ballads and 
had suggested Hogarth the story that linked his series 
pictures, “Industry and Idleness.” Furthermore, 
Sheppard popularized the idea Londoners coming 
Newgate prison see the parade misery which 
Walpole deprecated. final contributions the 
literary scene were ensure the success Swift’s 
Newgate Pastoral getting much publicity for his 
crimes and escapes and also inspiring the lusty life 
The Beggar’s Opera Gay. Sheppard’s life one 
violence for the Eighteenth Century and steeped 
violence. Born poor parents, Jack gets tired his 
apprenticeship carpenter and sets off the prim- 
rose path robbery and assault. After several sensa- 
tional jail breaks the London crowds look upon him 
with pride dirty-faced Robin Hood. Jack revels 
his popularity and thus pride trips him when 
scooped for the final trip Tyburn. 


Reading this narrative Jack Sheppard and the man- 
ners and mores the London underworld gives 
Hogarthian picture depth large segment Eng- 
land’s Eighteenth Century slums. Told light, 
frothy, yet authoritative style this book will give the 
mature reader vivid sociological insight behind the 
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scenes London life the days Charles II. After 
reading the barbarous and accepted practices Eng- 
lish law and custom you will thank God you were born 
the Twentieth Century. 

The book has five-page bibliography interest 
Eighteenth Century buffs and glossary cant ex- 
planation the slang words the underworld. 
excellent index will aid the researcher this period. 
Summing breezy yet scholarly story Lon- 
don’s Tenderloin section and the characters and cus- 


toms that made so. 
Brother Gerald Edward, C.F.X., 


Keith Academy, 

Lowell, Massachusetts 

Wright, Richard White Man, Listen 
Doubleday. Oct. 17,1957. 190p. $3.00. 


This collection lectures delivered Europe 
1950-1956 the author Native Son and Black Boy. 
Together they form connected and coherent com- 
ment upon white-colored East-West relations the 
world today. The chapters are stimulating oratory, 
valuable for the emotional point view they present. 
Although the intellect aroused, left hungry and 
disappointed. 

The dust jacket describes Richard Wright 
spokesman for the American Negro today. doubt 
that representative the American Negro only 
because rootless and detached. probably 
does accurately represent the views many the 
native Asian-African western-educated elite, but surely 
Langston Hughes and Roy Wilkins, for two, are more 
representative the American Negro. 

According Wright the culture the white world 
clashed with the culture-worlds colored mankind 
resulting the destruction traditional beliefs among 
billion and half black, brown and yellow men, 
further resulting tide social, cultural, political 
and economic revolution that grips the world today. 
The activities the whites this encounter are thusly 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 
Love Possessed (IIb) Cozzens 
the Beach (Ila) Shute Aug. 
Rally Round the Flag Boys 
Peyton Place (IV) Metalious Oct. 
The World Suzie Wong (III) ason Aug. 
Below the Salt (Ila) Costain Oct. 
Atlas Shrugged Rand Nov. 
Remember God (IV) Kaufmann Sept. 15, 
Letter from Peking (Ila) Aug. 
Sound Thunder Caldwell Nov. ’57 
NON-FICTION 
Baruch: Own Story Baruch Sept. 
The Hidden Persuaders (Ila) Packard May 15, 
The New Class (Ila) Djilas Aug. 15, 
The Innocent Ambassadors (Ila) Wylie May 15, 
The Day Christ Died (1) Bishop May 15, 
Stay Alive All Your Life Peale Apr. 15, 
Silver Platter (Ila) Berlin June 
“Where Did You Go?” “Out.” Sept. 


Wright Eliassen 


NovEMBE! 
described: “Living waking dream, generations grante 
emotionally impoverished colonial European whites 
wallowed the quick gratification greed, reveled 
the cheap superiority racial domination, slaked 
sensual thirst illicit sexuality, draining off the 
med-up libido that European morality had condemned, 
amassing through trade vast reservoir economic 
fat, thereby establishing vast accumulations Harris, 
which spurred the industrialization the West 
Wright gives slight credit the activities the white this, 
Christian missionary. agree that his boiling down 
God and one Devil was advance. But don’t think 


that the missionaries’ efforts went far enough; they 
should have reduced the whole problem psycho 
logical project.” Wright obviously prefers abolish 


Covering 


the “superstitious” beliefs even one God order likes and 
facilitate the movement every human being into irony anc 
modern industrial age secularism the spirit 
the Enlightenment. 
Wright portrays the Western-educated Asia-African the part 
native elite living fear that they not quickly 
modernize their countries the white man will “evasive, 
Hence this elite engaged brutally pushing their “rough 
people into modern industrialization and its benefits appearan 
without much regard for traditional white-western con- Then, 
stitutional niceties. Wright states say that the West displa 
cannot ask the elite Asia and Africa, even though says, 
educated the West, cope ape what has 
pened the West. Why? Because the West grow old 
never really been honest with itself about how 
came its own traditions and blinding customs. Wise 
Westerners would insist that stern measures taken Without 
the elite Asia and Afica overcome the robe 
tional forces racism, superstition, etc. For 
Wright the valuable contribution Western heritage 
not particular political economic system, but 
freedom speech, the secular state, the independent atient 
personality and the autonomy science. This 
There are well-written chapters the development the read 
American Negro literature and the speedy revolution life 
that resulted the formation the new state 
Ghana March, 1957. 
This valuable book that should read with care 
the educated adult who seeks understanding 
some the explosive factors influencing the develop- 
ment our world. Danish 
Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., World. 
Hunter College, This 
New York, New York 
Eliassen, Sigurd Dragon River proudes 
Day. Oct. 256p. $4.00. 
Mr. Eliassen Norwegian engineer who was assigned 
develop irrigation system the province David 
Shensi, China. Against insuperable odds, was United 
determined complete his project and this his story 
how was finally achieved. experiences with his 
Chinese officialdom, with the peasants who did much whi 
the work erecting dams and digging canals, his Preside 
remembrance customs and lore are interesting, even the 
though they are rather like the raisins pudding. 
One has have deep interest problems Mr. 
tion find this rewarding reading. Mr. Eliassen takes Nation 


whites 
dam. 
demned, 
capital 
White 
down 
one 
think 
abolish 
order 
into 


African 
quickly 
their 
benefits 


eritage 
but 


ent 
ate 


care 
ing 
velop- 


NoveMBER 15, 1957 


for granted his readers much more technical 

edge his special field than they are likely have. 
David Burke, 
Gonzaga High School, 
Washington, 


Harris, Sydney Majority One 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct.22,1957. 305p. $3.75. 

this, the second collection his daily newspaper 
columns published book form, Mr. Harris again 
reveals himself perceptive and sympathetic 
the passing scene, although also demon- 
that can scathing about phoniness. 

Covering wide range subject matter man, his 
lack it, his body, the arts, customs, personal 
likes and dislikes—he shows playful sense humor, 
irony and sound style reasoning. 

Some his columns semantics 
thought-provoking prompt spell self-analysis 
the part the reader. For instance, can’t under- 
sand why our ambassador “diplomatic” but yours 
why our son “high-spirited” and yours 
and why our daughter “proud her 
appearance” but yours “terribly vain.” 

Then, his collection “Purely Personal Prejudices,” 
displays the homely sagacity Poor Richard when 
says, “The only sight more pathetic than man 
who refuses grow woman who refuses 


grow old” and, “There tide the affairs men— 


but the trick learning how tell tide from 
undertow.” 

Without being ponderous pedantic, his essays 
probe quite deeply into contemporary life holding 
clear mirror front our eyes. exposes the super- 
defends the good cause even when unpopular 
and manages maintain clear perspective his 
patient probing into our modern morals and manners. 
This book not “must,” but should serve spur 


the reader into serious self-examination and help him 
face life with open, analytical mind. 


Main Line Times, 
Ardmore, Pennsylvania 


Danish, Max The World David Dubinsky 
World. Nov. 1,1957. 341p. $4.75. 


This biography, written the editor Justice, the 
oficial publication the International Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Worker’s Union, chronicle one labor’s 
proudest achievements. recounts, with wealth 
detail, the achievements David Dubinsky and the 
history the Union which did much foster. 
David Dubinsky, who was born Poland, came the 
United States and immediately became part the 
teeming life New York City. Only six months after 
his arrival 1911 became member the union 
which now, and has been for many years, 
President and General Secretary-Treasurer. His rise 
the labor movement was meteoric and his position 
outstanding leader firmly fixed. 

Mr. Dubinsky was the forefront the days the 
National Industrial Recovery Act and the Wagner Act. 


fought valiantly against the passage the Taft- 
Hartley Act and, addition his activities which 
dealt solely with the labor movement, was extremely 
active the political life his adopted country. His 
efforts aided greatly the impetus given the Ameri- 
can Labor Party which was powerful and vital agency 
the politics New York City and New York State. 
was ardent supporter Franklin Roosevelt 
all his campaigns for the Presidency. 

His has been turbulent life indicated his many 
controversies with Sidney Hillman and John Lewis. 
The ILG was, various times, the AFofL, the CIO 
and was also independent union. 

these days accusations corruption the labor 
movement notable that the ILG has been notably 
free from “gangsterism.” Also, Mr. Dubinsky through- 
out his entire career has constantly combated the in- 
filtration influences his union, and 
has been eminently successful these endeavors. 


The ILG notable for the advances made the labor 
movement, particularly for its policy cooperation 
with the employers and for the many cultural and 
recreational activities which initiated for the mem- 
bers its organization. 

The author, Max Danish, complimented for 
this monumental work. recommended all who 
are interested the labor movement and gives factual 
account the progress labor unions the United 
States, large part which directly attributable 


Mr. Dubinsky. Joseph Walsh, A.M., 


University Scranton 


Hilton, Conrad Guest 
Prentice-Hall. 372p. $4.95. 

This book the autobiography Conrad Hilton, the 
organizer and main spring the Hilton Hotel Chain. 
amateur book; and, although was checked 
over “Harvard graduate” for spelling, split infini- 
tives and interest, far from reaching total audience 
appeal. This due partly the fact that Mr. Hilton 
wants mention everyone who helped him his way. 
This gratitude draws the early period Hilton’s life 
well beyond the first third the book. This can al- 
ways skipped; but, is, the reader will not find 
out that Hilton was very interested music the 
extent becoming the road manager for trio girl 
singers. The organizing small country bank where- 
Hilton came out second best and his experiences 
the First World War, (which sound like sort picnic 
expedition), round out this early period and bring 
Hilton’s thirtieth year. 

After this the real book begins—Hilton had $5,000 
invest. This nest egg snow-balled until 1929. Hilton 
had just erected new million-dollar hotel when the 
Depression set in. Hilton lost everything and went far 
debt. pulled out this, (with the assistance 
St. Joseph), and just about took over every worthwhile 
hotel sight, including the Statler Chain. present 
trying circle the globe with Hilton Hotels and 
has reached Istanbul. 

There very little self praise the book, nor does the 
picture man interested money emerge. 
more the picture man who interested and in- 
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teresting. You would like meet him, and you feel 
home with him. His afteroon hobby golf and his 
evening hobby dancing. mentions Ann Miller 
his partner times, evidently does not travel 
with the gay 90’s crowd. (Hilton years old.) 

almost every page Hilton refers the fact that 
Catholic and close his religion and one 
whom the reception the Sacraments means much— 
which leads curious event. 

This concerns his married life. Hilton married the 
age 38, after unusual romance. Three sons were 
born and then nine years after the wedding, Hilton and 
his wife were divorced, entirely accordance with the 
wife’s wish and very much against Hilton’s desire. 
However, eight years later the age 55, Hilton 
married Zsa Zsa Gabor civilly. Hilton says himself 
difficult figure out just how this came about, and 
out line with the character the hero that 
would annoy. This marriage had one advantage for 
the reader: introduces note comedy with Zsa 
Zsa’s impact Hilton’s life. They were divorced after 
two years and cost Hilton much the Sir Francis 
Drake Hotel, ($275,000), which Hilton felt was very 
fair price. 

the book there surprisingly little about the best 
methods running hotels. There considerable men- 
tion the financing Hilton’s large purchases. 
amazing how little his own money was involved 
needed. When money was needed, seemed ap- 
pear, have mentioned once and Hilton men- 
tions continually, after prayer St. Joseph. 

There are few rules for success the end the book 
which come life with Hilton’s examples; quite few 


good pictures. James Ball, S.J., 
Buffalo, New York 


Spock, Dr. Benjamin 
The Common Sense Book Baby 
and Child Care 

Duell, Sloan Pearce. Oct. 15,1957. 627p. $5.00. 


The new, revised and enlarged edition Dr. Spock’s 
famous book must for every home with child. 
Dr. Spock needs introduction mothers since 1946 
when his first book was published. this point 
became friend and guide millions parents who 
will now welcome this grand edition. 

The book well arranged beginning with table 
contents which takes chronologically through parents’ 
first reactions parenthood, necessary equipment, feed- 
ing, weaning, problems infancy, the one year old 
the eleven year old, puberty development, illness and 
first aid. The index the back the book has every- 
thing from abscesses Zweiback and special box for 
Emergencies which are listed according type. 

The Common Sense Book well chosen title and 
will quote Dr. Spock few the many problems 
approaches prove the point. Parents are Human: 
happier around parents who aren’t afraid 
admit their anger, because then can more com- 
fortable about his own. justified anger that’s ex- 
pressed tends clear the air and leave everyone feeling 
“Follow his needs. The trend that 


made him start give the bottle before will set 
again when feels better.” Managing Young 
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dren: child needs feel that his mother and 
however agreeable, have their own rights, know how 
firm, won’t let him unreasonable 
likes them better that way. trains them from 
beginning get along reasonably with other people” 
The Two Year Old: “If your child around two, 
careful about drastic changes. 

hope this gives some slight indication the 
ability and enjoyability Dr. Spock’s book and 
those who have not yet had the pleasure meeting 
him will avail themselves this day 
while held our crying baby and frantically got 
husband look different symptoms and read them 
out loud, the baby got interested just shut 
listened. So, even the babies like Spock. 


Adele Nash, quent 
Buffalo, New York October 
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Barratt, Raven Coronets and Buckskin 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 341p. $4.00. 


the beginning this present century. features the 
growing pains young girl the country, from the 
tender age six until, young woman, she finally 
gets her man the last pages the book. The frontier 
anomalous admixture Indian, “Breed,” and 
Colonist, this latter group made more incongruous whetted 
the airs and pretensions they have brought with them 
into the wilderness. Many settlers from 
cratic society George rather than the Canadian had 
frontier. 
Iris Talbois grows the primitive Lac Trois settle- the 
ment, but finds employment the more sophisticated Ber 
town Swomish, just across the river. This fortunate 
circumstance allows glimpse the contrasts between 
the two nearby settlements, the one more natural and These 
simple, the other full the conceits self-convinced 
superiority origin and importance. The tremendous 
trifles closed society are well presented; only 
occasional party scandal breaks the monotony life 187 
The story told loose anecdotal style, with very the 
large cast characters. Most these latter are mere- 
names, although few emerge definite personali- 
ties. The author ,Mrs. Raven Barratt, shows fine Sta 
artistic and poetic sense depicting occasional inci- Soviet 
dental scenes, but her book suffers being too 
impressionistic, and unorganized. There plenty 
material here for good story, but has not been 
worked over sufficiently command more than passing 
interest. 
ungar 


Francois Behind the Rape Hungary 
Translated Norman Guterman. McKay. Oct. 23, 1957. 
335p. $5.50. 

Jean-Paul Sartre concludes his foreword thus: “In this 
age confusion, lies, and violence, what need above 
all what you give about Hungary—the 
far this truth available soon after the event 


Morris 
Pantheo 


NovEMBER 15, 1957 
Will set about par for the historian), 
The inconsistencies and deceptions the 
Communist tactics Hungary are dissected mercilessly 
how the utter brutality and naked force which 
rude, the present Kadar regime rests. ever case needed 
from the show that Communism, Soviet style, has 
right exist, Hungary October, 1956, provides it. 
two, Francois now exiled Paris and commentator 


Agence France-Presse, served Chief the Hun- 


the Embassy’s Information Bureau Paris. His 
and the Historie Democracies Populaires received wide ac- 
One day the author’s talent, his Histoire also merits translation. 


presenting Hungary’s story particularly, used all 
wailable sources trace the causes and immediate 
the “Fight for Freedom.” 

The student demonstration Budapest and the subse- 
blood bath both electrified the free world 


got 
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October 23, 1956. But was not the spontaneous up- 
seemed then. The Stalinism Rakosi 
and Gero prepared the way. The minor relaxations 
following Khrushchev’s now famous speech the 
20th Communist Party Congress stimulated the discus- 
umbia desires, and demands the intellectuals and 
the especially the Petofi Society. Discontent was 
from the among workers and peasants also. The sen- 
Cardinal Mindszenty and the execution 
Ladislas Rajk were not easy stomach. Then the 
d,” and under Imre Nagy 1953-1955) further 
whetted Hungarian nationalist appetites. Imitating 
them Soviet de-Stalinization practice, Rakosi magnanimously 
the rehabilitation Ladislas Rajk, but thus 
immediate rise embarrassing questions. Rakosi 
succeeded his henchman, Erno Gero. Step step 
the Hungarian writers presented their fifteen point pro- 
sticated the Bem monument support Poland’s aspirations, 
before the Parliament Building alert the government, 
and before the radio station inform the people. 
These were the fuses, but the two fateful matches 
which ignited the powder keg were the provocative 
speech Gero his return from Belgrade and the 
the hated AVO guards the radio station 
182f.). The rest now history: nation’s desper- 
ate grasp for freedom from Soviet oppression, shattered 
the ruthless might Soviet tanks. 
The sequel, however, even yet more cruel: trickery, 
double-talk, arrests, deportations, executions 
true Stalinist style, all carried out with the aid 
Soviet armed might and wordy statement from 
the UN. The shameful story graphically and poig- 
nantly told, memorial the Freedom Fighters 
1956 shouting deafening Communist 
Hungary all mature readers. 
Walter Jaskievicz, 
ngary Institute Russian Studies, 
1957. Fordham University, 
New York, New York 
this 
above 
Morris, James Islam Inflamed 


(50 Pantheon. Sept. 326p. $5.00. 
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The vacuities and anomalies which mark the contem- 
porary Middle East have been described and analyzed 
many volumes published during the past two years, 
but never effectively Islam Inflamed. James 
Morris, young English journalist, formerly with The 
Times (London) and now reporting for the Manchester 
Guardian, has already established his reputation 
shrew dobserver and masterful stylist with his books, 
saw the U.S.A. and Sultan Oman. knows 
the whole Middle East intimately through personal ex- 
perience and was present during Israel’s Sinai cam- 
paign during the Suez crisis. 


That crisis provided the setting against which wrote 
Islam Inflamed. “This book picture the region 
was that day, frozen for moment all its varied 
attitudes, before the hot breath history melted the 
tableau. 
was, usual, mess. Nine principal territories form the 
subject our study, and there was tumult them all, rang- 
ing from the trivial the tragic. Egypt was the throes 
hysterical ambition; the Sudan was divided; Lebanon was 
bickering over oil rights; Syria seemed going Com- 
munist; Iraq was threatened subversion; Jordan was riddled 
intrigue; Persia the fanatics were restless; Saudi 
Arabia the King clung grimly his privileges; the other 
territories the Arabian Peninsula nationalists varying 
degrees sincerity chafed against imperialism. (p. 10) 
Morris not developing thesis; not presenting 
systematic, theoretical analysis. The grand design 
history has small place his reflections. Nor 
arguing case for against any the competitors for 
power that embattled arena. Rather provides 
lengthy series vignettes, connected primarily the 
adjacency their locales, which add vivid pic- 
ture the contrasts, contradictions, characteristics, 
hates, loves, rivalries and seductions which mark the 


social and political life the area. 


difficult single out few these vignettes for 
many are memorable. But especially intriguing and 
delighting are Morris’ descriptions the Coptic aris- 
tocracy seeking maintain its memories and heritage 
Assiut, halfway between Cairo and Aswan the 
Nile; the life the theologically rent Armenian com- 
munity Aleppo, Syria; the reception the author 
Bedouin sheik his tents pitched the Jordanian 
sands; and the roles played the resident British 
tical officers guiding the destinies the motley sheik- 
doms Southeastern Arabia. Islam Inflamed, how- 
ever, has something more offer than isolated tidbits. 
Morris has magnificent gift for summing the 
essence each country. Take for instance his descrip- 
tion Syria: 
Ask any ill-informed Londoner for his impressions the 
Arab world, and will once enumerate for you, with 
pitying smile, all the national characteristic modern Syria: 
flightiness, shiftiness, prevarication, predilection for vio- 
lence, political naivety, stubbornness, boastful incompetence. 
Syria all comes true. Mingle these sorry ingredients 
thoroughly, add flash humor and basin-full charm, 
flavor with brave memories and trace ineffectual nobility, 
soothe with glimpse magnificent architecture, and you 
have the essence the Syrian Republic. (pp. 123-124) 
Islam Inflamed perhaps the most important book 
the middle East for the general reader. combines 
perceptive awareness with vivid writing present 
honest, realistic, engaging impression the Arab world. 


Washington, 
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McCollom, William 

Macmillan. 254p. $5.00. 
his book Mr. McCollom carefully examines and 
analyzes the elements found the world tragedy— 
the hero, moral action, structure and form, theme and 
language, and the interaction between tragedy and so- 
ciety. believes that drama cannot judged the 
standards governing another art, particularly the novel, 
and that symbolizes purpose more fully than does any 
other art form because its primary task show 
“character action.” Mr. McCollom, (who believes 
that classify play tragedy predicate value 
it), evolves his own theory tragedy, compares 
with other significant theories the subject, and 
measures against tragic writing, ancient and modern. 
His scholarly analysis great tragedies and his dis- 
criminating use examples are joy the reader. 
Mr. McCollom’s theory particularly interesting and 
refreshing because based the belief that the 
heart tragedy choice and that life lived peril- 
ous freedom. Not only must the tragic dramatist feel 
deeply the meaningfulness the terms “good” and 
“bad,” “right” and “wrong” but the moral order rec- 
ognized the hero must also substantially that 
recognized the audience. Where there uni- 
formity ethical standards tragedy cannot flourish, 
nor can where free will generally denied. 
The author believes that all periods the tragic hero 
strongly individual, extremist, generally superior 
the average man, yet representative mankind. 
must conscious agent who freely embarks upon 
purposive course, makes critical choices, and experi- 
ences the results his choices. Tragedy cannot exist 
tranquil optimism paralyzing despair, yet the 
modern dramatist must operate the face scientific 
optimism and unscientific despair. However, the au- 
thor believes that modern tragedy “will tell what 
wrong with the best men; that task which the 
artist can accomplish far better than anyone else. 
may hesitate tell us—this our inherited curse— 
what superb the same men. But though may 
hesitate, will speak the truth the end.” 

Mr. McCollom’s Tragedy enlightening and fascinat- 
ing reading and will make excellent “conversation 


piece.” Don’t miss it! 
Sistery Gregory, O.P. 


Tragedy 


Hanfstaengl, Ernst Unheard Witness 
Lippincott. Oct. 30,1957. 317p. $4.95. 

Having spent number years the United States, 
first student Harvard and then New York 
art publisher, Ernest Hanfstaengl returned his native 
Germany 1920. war ravaged Munich met 
obscure politician with oratorical promise, Adolph Hit- 
ler. The latter lacked polish and intellectual ability; 
these Hanfstaengl appointed himself supply. 
their shirtsleeves playing being Metternichs” who 
surrounded Hitler. Hanfstaengl joined battle with these 
for the mind Hitler which describes “primeval 
jelly ectoplasm which quivered response every 
impulse from its surroundings:” 

Hitler’s first bid for power created the ill-fated Munich 
putsch 1923. sought asylum Hanfstaengl’s 


McCollom Hanfstaengl 


Best 
home when became evident that the putsch gaengl 
failed. And was here that Hitler almost 
suicide rather than surrender the police. kept 
staengl’s wife prevented him overpowering him with 
ju-jitsu. 
languished Landsberg Prison with such 
Weber, Hess, and Frick. 
fled Austria, leaving the “tame thugs” free 
feeding Hitler their crackpot racial, religious, Thurwal 


political theories. Mein Kampf, result this prison 
fare, became the political bible the Nazis thei 
pursuit policy absurdity when they came 
power ten years later. 


Hitler “simply could not bear not dominate any 
his uneasiness the presence foreign correspondents 
Hitler appointed Hanfstaengl his liaison with the 
this capacity the author clung the hope turning 
Hitler aside from his illusions grandeur similar 
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those entertained Frederick the Great and Napoleon, per 
These illusions were leading Hitler down the road 
temporary victories but eventual ruin. every 
was bitterly disappointed when Hitler became Chan. 
cellor and implemented the wild schemes 
and Goebbels. when purged some Nazi lieutenants, 
and when had Cancellor Dollfuss Austria created 
acter, hak 
Why did Hanfstaengl remain with the Nazis 
did despite his apparent failure convert Hitler, 
despite the conscience-pricking evil all around 
The author explains that was trying “to intervene 
the best ability wherever the impetus revo 
lution produced unpleasant excesses. Many others did 
much and more that did, and least escaped 
the end with life. these things all had 
should suppose that the role King Canute easy 
one play.” the 
The break with Hitler came when the Fuhrer assumed 
full control Germany after Hindenburg’s death. 
Hanfstaengl was perilously close extinction then, 
and three years later walked into trap calculated 
eradicate him. managed escape Switzerland, 
refusing all subsequent Nazi overtures forgiveness 
and friendship. Eventually fled England, sending 
his son America. When England went war with Thomas 
Germany, Hanfstaengl was interned enemy alien. little, 
Confinements Canada, the United States, and 1955, 
land filled out the war years and length led his 
release Germany 1946. ment 
Unheard Witness takes what already know 
and tells how all was possible. This this con 
does through his first-hand knowledge Hitler and presente 
followers who preyed their leader’s weaknesses. Thomas 
most unfortunate that the author compromises his pass-b 
relation the frequent and blunt treatment the 
sexual aberrations the Nazis. Hitler, well the 
known, had mistressEva Braun. also had divide 
mal relations with his niece, Geli Raubal, whom 


forced commit suicide when she fell love with 
Jewish teacher. And there were Nazi homosexual 
orgies. These all influenced the Hitler regime and were 
mirrored its depravity. would have been sufficient 
point this out, then drop the subject. But 


ference 

she 
dawning 
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drags the point out, inserting bit bit 
the book. For this reason the book should 
kept out high school libraries and read with cau- 


adults. 


Dean Corcoran, O.F.M. Cap., 
St. Lawrence Seminary, 
Mount Calvary, Wisconsin 


Thurwald, Jurgen The Century the Surgeon 
Pantheon. Oct. 16,1957. 432p. $5.95. 

for centuries prior the discovery anesthesia 
October 16, 1846, surgery was primitive, hazardous and 
cruel. was that day that Doctor John 


any Warren performed the first painless operation. 
remedy the time when The Century the Surgeon 
begins. 

The story told fictitious narrator, captivating 
milar device, who becomes eyewitness the first opera- 


performed under ether and choloroform. 
carries the reader through all the suspense and drama 


every revolutionary discovery America and 
chronicler seems have lived throughout this long and 


geat period surgical history. Reality further 
created through the meticulous descriptions the char- 
habits, private lives and conversations the per- 
met. The reader witnesses the trials, the 
the tragedies and the triumphs the geniuses 
surgery its present skillful peak. 


style, story, the portrayal events The Cen- 


aped Suspense and engenders conviction. tells 
constant struggle against disease. The “Blind 


Gods” who would not could not see the light, the 
the quack, the weak and the strong, the pion- 
the small and the great are all portrayed. The 
ever-changing. From native village India 
the story progresses through the battlefields the 
Crimea, and into the most modern operating theaters. 


erland, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
iveness 
ending 
with Thomas, Caitlin Leftover Life Kill 
alien. Brown. Oct. 15,1957. 262p. $4.50. 
Eng- 1955, when John Malcom Brinnin’s Dylan Thomas 
America was published contained prefatory state- 
ment which the poet’s widow, Caitlin Thomas, took 
exception Brinnin’s version her husband’s life 
this continent. will recalled that Brinnin had 
presented drink-by-drink accounting every drunk 
Thomas went on, (with his subsequent retching), and 
the Thomas was not alone her resentment. 
she wrote “that intensive handful months 
intervals, over comparatively short number 
not, however accurately recorded and with 
vith whatever honest intentions, justice the circum- 
exual ference the subject.” She continued that she felt 
try show what went before give some 
icient dawning idea the long-growing years the 


man inside the poet.” She felt her duty 


Thurwald Thomas Spectorsky 
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“to vindicate first Dylan, then me, then both 
together.” 


Many have waited for such book. This not it. 
Rather strangely pathetic, times terribly mov- 
ing, and other times revolting account winter 
spent the island Elba this distraught, love- 
destroyed woman seeming attempt purge herself 
all memory her formery love—the only love 
her “all-in-Dylan world.” 


Caitlin Thomas spares none the details. She takes 
through long and ash-bitter series drunks, 
ances, brawls, and hangovers she tries desperately, 
and unsuccessfully forget her husband and her love 
for him. Only incidentally get any reference 
“the changing man inside the poet.” And this 
shortly obliterated her preoccupation with Italian, 
young enough her son. But there none the 
tinseled tawdriness Confidential exposé here. 
When Caitlin Thomas looks over the young, muscled 
Italian lads not through the eyes ennervated 
Hollywood film star, but rather through those 
Chaucer’s Wife Bath. 


This brutal, harsh, honest book. Mrs. Thomas 
writes well. times her style brilliant, poetic. She 
has wonderful effectiveness with words and fine 
understanding people, (excepting herself, course). 
hoped that one day she will turn her talents 
the novel perhaps poetry itself. Perhaps ten years 
from now, after she has sufficiently “killed” this 
leftover life hers, she’ll really vindicate Dylan and 
Caitlin Thomas. Both them need vindication now. 


Matthew O’Rourke, 
University Scranton 


Spectorsky, (Editor) The Book the Earth 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. Nov. 5,1957. 488p. $12.00. 


handsomely illustrated companion volume The 
Book the Sky published just about year ago, (cf. 
Best Sellers, Nov. 15, 1956, 289), this collection 
documents and excerpts essays and narratives, 
divided into six general sections: Venture the 
Earth,” with generous sample the last pages 
Scott’s personal journals his last journey the South 
Pole, translation the Papal Bull Intercetera, refer- 
ring the New World discovered Columbus, pieces 
George Stewart, William Beebe, Victor Hugo, Wal- 
lace Stegner and others; “Men Live and Work the 
Earth” comprising excerpts from Pearl Buck’s The 
Good Earth and Steinbeck’s Tortillo Flat, among 
samples Defoe, Saroyan, Alan Paton, Bates, 
Conrad Richter, Tolstoi and Jesse Stuart; “Men Against 
the Earth” gathers writing Dreiser, Tomlin- 
son, Norman Douglas, Ramuz, Mark Twain, 
among others; Study the Earth” pieced together 
Fabre, al.; “Men Fight the Earth” ranges from 
Homer Hiroshima; and “Men Wonder the Earth” 
draws upon Gabreila Mistral, Voltaire, Don Marquis, 
Marquand, and Cervantes. makes fascinating 
book dip into almost any page; there variety 
and humor and inspiration, along with some beautiful 
prose and luminous photogravures and many curious 
line drawings. 
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Sandburg, Carl The Sandburg Range 
Harcourt, Brace. Nov. 459p. $6.00. 


The most genial and revered living American writers, 
with the assistance his wife, Paula, and his editor, 
Catherine McCarthy, has made selection his life’s 
work poet, biographer, historian, novelist, autobiog- 
rapher, and storyteller for children, which reveals how 
truly versatile this son Swedish immigrants has been 
over the forty years since his first book poems was 
published 1916. The selections are arranged more 
chronological order, which gives opportunity 
the reader observe, for example, the growth depth 
perception and richness maturity the poet and 
the biographer-historian, whose life Abraham Lincoln 
masterwork. From the superb novel, Remembrance 
Rock, enough unified excerpts have been put together 
here show the arching theme that work; and from 
his autobiography, Always the Young Strangers, there 
enough send any reader this “anthology” back 
the shelves read re-read the entire book. Be- 
tween pages 254 and 255, sixteen pages photographs 
Mr. Sandburg have been added, several them 
his friend Edward Steichen. too, are the 
children’s stories which told first his own children 
and then wrote for others read aloud. This would 
make first-rate gift for anyone. 


Sheed, The New Guest-Room Book 
Sheed Ward. Nov. 13,1957. 448p. $7.50. 


Divided into three parts, the second which com- 

plete reprint the late Ronald Knox’s detective story, 

The Viaduct Murder, this florilegium combines essays, 

poems, short stories, dialogues, verse Chesterton, 

Belloc, Morton, Alfred Noyes, Stern, 

Claudel, Caryll Houselander, Lucille Hasley, John Far- 

row and John Wu, Robert Farren, Father Leo Trese, 

and many others. The part One titled “Of Marriage 

and Other Matters Not Excluding Love”; Part Three, 

“Of Childhood and Unrelated Topics.” Good reading, 

indeed, and fine for the bedside table the Guest- 
Room; but good for any room the house. 


Adams, Donald (Editor) Triumph Over Odds 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Nov. 15,1957. 487p. $6.00. 


his foreword, the editor says “My purpose com- 
piling this anthology was bring together single 
volume some the outstanding records literature 
what the subtitle refers ‘Man’s unconquerable 
remember the spiritual peaks (man) has reached 
many moments his history than dwell 
upon our knowledge his repeated descents into besti- 
There are instances “Man Against the 
Outer World,” ranging from David’s victory over 
Goliath through Thermopylae, Hastings, the village 
Ossernenon, Vincennes, Dunkirk, Bataan, and Anna- 
purna; and instances “Man Against the Inner 

World,” telling the stories Job, Socrates, the cruci- 

fixion Christ, the Trial Joan Arc, the heroism 

Charles Lamb, Francis Parkman, Lawrence, 
Commander Richard Byrd, Edward Sheldon, Anne 
Frank, among others. worthy work this is; and not 
only heartening, but eminently readable. 


Cahn Thurber 


Kronenberger, Louis (Editor) 

The Best Plays 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 14,1957. 446p. $6.00. 
The annual volume the series begun 
Mantle, this volume contains excerpts from ten 
season’s theatre offerings considered the best 
the new product. The major scenes each 
are connected together summary the connecting 
action. Production data, cast, run, etc., all 
tions during the year are included, followed set 
tables Variety’s listing financial hits and flops, 
long runs Broadway, plays awarded the 
Drama Critics Circle citation and those which 
Pulitzer awards. There list recent books the 
Theatre and resume listing the best plays 
ous volumes the series from 1919 the current 
and three tables index complete 
volume which has prefaced the plays with set 
reports commentaries the seasons New York 
Chicago, London, Paris, essay scene design 
and one lighting, and summary the season 
pictures. The whole illustrated photographs 
Hirschfeld’s drawings. Although most the unsavory 
dialogue from some the selections has been 
from this compilation, the situations and plots 
the plays, notably Orpheus Descending, Moon for 
the Misbegotten, and Long Day’s Journey into the 
Night, Candide, Waltz the Toreadors, are such 
restrict this adult readers. 


Cahn, William 


The Laugh Mak 
Coward-McCann. Nov. 15, 1957. 


192p. 


Subtitled Pictorial History American Comedians,” 


this volume traces the history funny men the 
American stage and screen from Revolutionary 
the present, from Tom Wignell and James 
Hackett, through Joseph Jefferson, Harrigan and Hart, 
Fields, Laurel and Hardy, Fred Allen, Sid 
Caesar, Jerry Lewis. There are many the distaf 
side, too, Mae Busch, Marie Dressler, Judy Holliday, 
the Mack Sennet beauties, Lotta Crabtree, Fanny Brice, 
Mae Irwin. The text is, perhaps, sketchy times; but 
illuminating. The pictures are, many instances, 
minders laughter long forgotten and remembered 
without regret. 


Thurber, James Alarms and Diversions 
Harper. Nov. 367p. $4.50. 

The publication any collection the drolleries and 
discernments James Thurber reason enough 
send few rockets into the welkin and clap hands 
gleeful anticipation. For Mr. Thurber man with 
wit and wisdom and winning way with words. Many 
old favorites here get reprise; but good third this 
collection new between book covers, although, you 
are New Yorker reader, you will have read within 
magazine covers. Two series drawings, “The Race 
Life” and “The Last Flower,” (labelled parables), 
are delight; are the hundred other 
teristic drawings which, including New Natural 
History,” lighten the text with yeasty humor. you 
already know and like Thurber, you will want this. 
And you have not met one our best writers our 
best traditions, high time you made his 
ance. 
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Dorothy (Editor) 
The Family Christmas Book 
Nov. 178p. $2.95. 


Wilson’s Introduction makes round dozen 
unhackneyed stories and articles about Christmas 
best are spaced one from the other, pair more 
about Christmas, making this indeed neat- 
appropriate book for the coming season. Repre- 
ented are Pearl Buck, Dorothy 
flops, Pohl, Margery Allingham, Elizabeth Bowen, Shirley 
Jackson, Nathaniel Benchley, William Iversen, and 
Merrill Denison. Any one all these items could 
nplete 


Nash, Ogden The Christmas That Almost Wasn’t 


regret having report that this does not strike 
genial but ineffective king, Oldwin Lulla- 


pat, who tricked into captivity and ruinous diet 


his wicked nephew Evilard, but eventually rescued 
several shepherd boy Nicky Knock, seems huff and puff 
for raising more than mild breeze. Mr. Nash’s 
nto the daughter Linell has supplied drawings, many colored 
such Withal; but she herself much prettier than her draw- 


Maybe are curmudgeonly, and ought not 
speak grudgeonly. Children may love it. 


Makers 

Hoke, Helen and John 

Music Boxes: Their Lore and Lure 

i record, UU. 

Presumably intended for the Christmas gift list for 

Hart, the amateur collector music boxes, this attrac- 

Sid tive brief, somewhat sketchy, but adequate history 

the development the music box all its many mani- 

festations and through multiple complications 

the advent the “talking machine,” the platter-play- 

es; but ingphonograph. The Hokes obviously love music boxes 

es, and they have been good enough list some people 

nbered repairing music boxes, well provide 
books about them, places where they are 
display, and selective bibliography music-box re- 

cordings. Pictures and drawings abound, the work 

Nancy Martin and Mimi Reitner; the one difficulty 

with some them that they distract more than illus- 

tate. The 10-inch recording music box music 

hands full charming tinklings and twangings that will 

some and enchant many. 

Many 

this CLUE-WORKS 

John Coppinger, Elmhurst, 

Contributing Editor 

bles), Symons, Julian The Immaterial Murder Case 

Macmillan. Oct. 26,1957. 208p. $3.25. 

This clever, and slightly wacky, mystery which 

you commits mayhem the genre the same time that 

this. spoofs the dilletante frauds who hang the peri- 

phery all artist groups. 


The three murders are plausibly conceived and ex- 
but much more intellectual delight the 


Fleming Mason Bingham 
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satiric take-off the “great man” detective. And this 
paladin’s nom guerre: Teak Woode. His narration 
his portion the story piece resistance for 
all murder aficionados. But Symons keeps balance: 
some Woode’s most absurd flights fancy actually 
contribute insights which help Inspector Bland (sic!) 
solve the crimes. 


zany and delightful one, this! 


Stout, Rex Death Ever Slept 


Viking. Oct. 25,1957. 188p. $2.95. 

Nero Wolfe’s latest! And Archie Goodwin running 
around under the name Alan Green, posing 
male secretary the household financial tycoon 
who insists his daughter-in-law snake! She is; but 
who committed the two all very cerebral 
and hothouse detection its most periphrastic. 
Nero never leaves his desk and his latest case never 
gets off the ground. 


Fleming, Joan You Can’t Believe Your Eyes 
Washburn. Oct. 24,1957. 255p. $2.95. 


This our second meeting with this talented author 
and the experience confirms the initial impression: 
mystery writer who puts more emphasis character 
delineation than the conundrum the action. And 
she tries stick very much the dictum: let the action 
flow from what characters do. And this excursion 
she has attempted tour force: series chapters, 
each first-person singular, narrated the individual 
suspects. The basic action the murder one Rich- 
ard Rangward, financier-procurer. And it’s 
record that Miss Fleming deserves A-plus for effort. 
Her actual record achievement might rate which 
still better than average. 


Mason, Van Wyck The Gracious Lily Affair 
Doubleday. Oct. 288p. $3.75. 


Notice the price this 20% more than 
the average going rate mysteries. Maybe it’s tribute 
old contract with old and proven pro; may- 
it’s tribute the indomitable Hugh North the 
United States Intelligence Corps. Now he’s Colonel 
and he’s his neatly-trimmed moustache trying 
prevent Communist plot which threatens the peace 
and security the Far East and the world. all be- 
gins innocuously when Hugh enjoying his first leave 
years Bermuda, guest dear old friend 
Susan Stanhope. Strong and silent Hugh gets going 
when four people are murdered. And before 
finishes the total count dead Maybe that’s 
why the reader pays the extra buck! any rate, 
long Americans have bright and shining stalwarts 
like Hugh North have little fear from the sputniks 
our times. And intrigue-minded readers can 
continue enjoy such slam-bang slickness Mason 
continues produce. 


Bingham, John Murder Off the Record 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 21,1957. 211p. $2.95. 


The first paragraph this latest production usual- 
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competent craftsman perfect capsule review it. 


quote its entirety: 


“There mystery now about who strangled Edith Grant. 
was man called Ronald Parker, accountant, who 
never made the grade his profession, and who, apart from 


this and other crimes, has claim distinction.” 


Amen! 


Jepson, Selwyn 


Lippincott. Oct. 20,1957. 219p. $2.95. 


Oh, what Eric Ambler could have done with this plot! 
It’s right out today’s headlines: the Arab discontent, 
the Algerian revolt, the instability France, the con- 
stant counterintelligence work being done NATO 
Mr. Jepson has 
splendid plus going for him the selection his 
material. But his treatment banal and unbelievable, 
mainly because his conceptions his own characters 
are romantically inappropriate the ruthless and dead- 


forces prevent Number III. 


game which they are playing. 


Unlike Graham Greene’s (whom Jepson could read 
When 
enemies meet face face the logical development the 
reader expects some violent and sudden death. But 


advantage), Jepson’s people are too talkative. 


thre’s talk, talk—then, later, death. 


Another strike against Jepson: the hero the currently 
popular middle-aged sedentary Englishman who com- 
pletely outwits and defeats internationally organized 
revolutionists. And there’s the lovely female agent who 


eventually succumbs the Englishman. 
reader succumbs ennui. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Contributing Editor 


Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 
Allen, Betty and Briggs, Mitchell Pirie 
Mind Your Manners 
Lippincott. Oct. 235p. illus. $3.50. 


combination the authors’ previous, successful 
You Please! and Behave Yourself, which rearranges 
some the old material, brings some date (tips, 
for example, have gone up), includes other parts ver- 
batim, and introduces occasional new items. the 
earlier books, emphasis the accepted conventions, 
and the dicta are sound throughout. Among the new 
items brief discussion the pros and cons going 
steady, with the balance tipped favor the cons. 
Hints conducting meeting, studying, and 
career choice and job application are also included. 
For the young person resistant the discipline 
polite society, interesting chapter manners over 
the ages may challenging. The tone always moder- 
ate and there attempt use current adolescent 
vocabulary. 


Bergaust, Erik Rockets and Missiles 
Putnam. Nov. 48p. photogs. $2.00. 


This collection about photographs rocket and 
missile types still useful for its historical information 
American developments this field, but like most 


Jepson Allen Bergaust Daly Leeuw 


Noise the Night 


Best 


other books current developments was out 
before came off the press. two-page introduction 
defines and names the special parts and phases 
rocket. Then successively the research rockets 
WAC Corporal, Aerobees, etc) the Army, the Navy, 
and the Air Force missiles are pictured, very 
described, and their approximate specifications 
fifth section identifies the Jupiter, Thor, Polaris, 
las and Titan missiles, all under the heading 
Tomorrow” though newspaper accounts tell 
least three these have passed preliminary 
stages. short “Terminology” defines ten terms 
rocketry. Inexpensive and with sufficient pictorial 
terest fascinate boys. 


*Daly, Maureen Twelve Around the World 


Frank Kramer. Dodd. Oct. 14, 1957. 


Without revealing the reasons for her particular selec. 
tions country young person, Maureen Daly reports 
her interviews with twelve teenagers from Iceland 
Nigeria (no Asiatic country Russian satellite jn. 
cluded), gives overview the national economy 
and way life, and pictures the home, school, and 
social life these teen-agers. The latter range from 
Pepe Gomez the Canary Islands, whose father earns 
$3.50 weekly, “pretty, petted and pampered” 
cine Asch whose family can afford pay $25,000 down 
for Parisian apartment. Some matters presented, eg, 
the strict dating customs many foreign countries, 
may “old hat” but there much that informative 
and even fascinating: the respectful piropo, exagger- 
ated compliment that the Spanish equivalent the 
“wolf whistle”; the bridal hut the Nigerians where 
the bride fattened for two weeks before her nuptials 
the amazing facts that all Iceland there not single 
illiterate and that the land plagued (!) with 
employment. Written with humor, understanding, and 
the characteristic Daly verse, these sketches are inter- 
esting per and will make excellent and easy collateral 
reading for modern language and world history classes. 


Sister Agnese, S.C.C., 
St. Ann’s Academy, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 
Leeuw, Adelle and Leeuw, Cateau 
Breakneck Betty 
World. Sept. 219p. $2.75. 


Written with eye toward guidance and based 
well-thought-out plot and good action, this the story 
motherless, spoiled and unsteady girl, just 
high school. Her newly acquired job, together with 
desire please Guy, new boy town, helps teach 
this hasty young person how conform what 
expected her and think before bursting into ex- 
plosive action. Some good lessons human relation- 
ships are cleverly interwoven. Young people will 
joy the escapades Betty, bite their nails she ner- 
vously awaits the end play after she has lighted 
wax candles Christmas tree stage, despite safety 
rules; then breathe sigh relief when catastrophe 
follows. Pleasant light reading. 

Sister Angelisse, I.H.M., 

Central Catholic High School, 


Kingston, Pennsylvania 
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Del Rey, Lester The Cave Spears 
Frank Nicholas. Knopf. Sept. 16, 1957. 
208p. $2.75. 

The well-developed theme this story for junior high 
with the necessity for man’s being adaptable 
meeting new conditions when the old ones change 
the same time credible account how 
life may have been lived the New Stone Age. Cen- 
figure almost 15-year-old boy, ready for initia- 
into manhood his Tribe’s Cave Spears. Un- 
the failed and the Cave unac- 
countably collapses. The Tribe therefore sets out for 
new hunting grounds where the hated dog people will 
not disturb them the game. grueling trek they 
encounter seashore village fishermen, another 
and last huge village 100 inhabi- 
tants who are able control the earth and make 
again. enemy attack the last village in- 
duces its owners and the Tribe join forces, and thus 
provides permanent home for the boy’s little sister. 
Neolithic superstition, tabus, fears, rites, weapons, ignor- 
ance territory outside the Tribes own valley, well 
the Tribe’s gradual acceptance the idea using 
for hunting, are smoothly incorporated into the 
sory. The awakening the boy’s mind doubts 
the shaman’s magic, his proposal for fencing-in game, 
for labor specialization, irrigation crops and protec- 
tion for settled town, all come slowly and reasonably. 
His personality, impatience for adult status and re- 
sponsible attitude make him likable. short Fore- 
word explains the characteristics the New Stone Age 
and prepares the young reader for the story that follows. 


Jardin, Rosamund Senior Prom 


Teen-aged girls will like Rick, handsome but shy, who 
dance order take Marcy the senior 
prom, only discover she has accepted invitation 
Bruce. The fact that embarrassment averted 
because Mary sticks principle might well teach 
young readers some pointers regarding graduation par- 
ties. Wholesome family life and picture teen-age, 
activities make this acceptable light 
reading for the junior Jardin fans. 

Sister Angelisse, 


Alf 

Selective Service; Guide the Draft 
Lippincott. Oct. 30,1957. 191p. $2.95. 
Here badly needed, long overdue book. Addressed 
ages 16-18, explains the selective nature the 
Act, its three levels authority (National Director and 
staff, State Director and staff, and local boards), and 
the responsibilities each. Then, step step, are 
described the registration operation and how per- 
formed, the assignment selective service numbers, 
the filling the classification questionnaire and the 
assigning class the registrant. Throughout, the 
obligations the registrant are made clear and strongly 
emphasized. Full explanation the many facets 
classification given, and the reasons why there 
hard and fast rule about exemptions. Made plain, too, 
the frequent change which the Act subject 
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rulings are altered modified. One chapter covers 
the bothersome problems reemployment, conscien- 
tious objectors, and the present tenuous Reserve Forces 
Act. There excellent section what takes place 
after reporting for induction, the physical and mental 
examinations and the induction ceremony. The con- 
cluding chapter reviews briefly compulsory military 
service over the ages. 

unfortunate that preliminary chapters are “talky” 
and need tightening. Once the author gets into his 
subject, however, presents significant and useful in- 
formation, accompanied pros and cons usually, his 
attitude being that the common defense the business 
all and that date Selective Service the most 
democratic way yet devised for sharing the responsi- 
bility. The calm, friendly “I—you” discussion answers 
most the questions uppermost the minds young 
men facing service, and should reassuring well. 


Gault, William Campbell 
Bruce Benedict, Halfback 
Dutton. Aug. 30,1957. 192p. $2.75. 


Quiet, ambitious, studious Bruce Benedict whose dead 
father had been scholar accepted athletic scholar- 
ship order get college education. His step-father 
had been All-American Pitt and All-League for four 
years the National Football League. Not that that 
helped matters much, except that Bruce’s step-father 
tried hard give his newly acquired son “better bal- 
anced” sense values, and succeeded part. With 
the exception this brief introduction into Bruce’s 
home background, his devotion athletic Joe Callahan, 
his best and almost only friend, and slight acquaint- 
ance with girl from his sophomore high school Eng- 
lish class, one game follows another, and touchdown 
follows touchdown fast-moving football story, until 
Bruce Benedict, “half-hearted halfback” becomes 
“whole-hearted” football player and hero spite 
all. book for the teen-age reader with football fever, 
but one which adult readers may question because 
the prestige given sports over scholarship. 


Sister Emma, SS.C.M., 
St. Joseph Memorial Junior 
High School, 
Hazleton, Pennsylvania 
Grant, Dorothy Fremont 


Adventurous Lady; Margaret Brent Maryland 
Illustrated Douglas Grant. Kenedy. Oct. 17, 1957. 
191p. $2.50. (American Background Books) 

this retelling earlier novel, Margaret Brent, 
Adventurer, Mrs. Grant familiar ground. The 
opening chapters succeed admirably capturing the 
young reader’s interest showing the recusant Brents 
England gradually being reduced genteel poverty 
exorbitant fines. Eventually removed Maryland 
with her sister and her two brothers, Margaret finds 
responsibilities devolving upon her beyond any she has 
ever dreamed. Time and again she has assume 
charge her brother’s estate, appear court collect 
debts which incompetent dishonest lawyers could 
not do. Once she even quells mutiny among the un- 
paid soldiers Lord Calvert, and upon the latter’s un- 
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timely death she appointed executrix Lord 
more’s involved estate. All which may not seem 
high adventure all young readers, particularly 
since the narration never reaches climactic heights. 
Though Margaret Brent probably was one the most 
fascinating women early colonial days (sic the book 
blurb), doubt that she will appear readers 


this biography. 
Sister Agnese, 


Meet North Africa 
Pictures Grisha. Harper. 
$2.50. Meet the World 


John 
With Sam and Beryl Epstein. 
Oct. 30, 1957. 244p., maps. 
Book) 


Using the chapters Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria and 
Libya from the author’s Inside Africa, expanding these 
with extensive background data, and bringing the ac- 
count July, 1957, the collaborators have produced 
particularly timely work troublesome phase 
international politics. Throughout, plea for 
friendship and help these nations and our need 
their good will underscored, though are told why 
have supported France, instead. There glossary 
(no pronunciation given, unfortunately) and index. 


Wires West 


Jacks, 
Sept. 154p. 


Illustrated John Andrews. Bruce. 
$2.00. (Catholic Treasury Books) 
The author has good story material this tale the 
stringing the first telegraph wires from Julesburg 
Salt Lake City, 1861, time when President Lincoln 
was anxious hold the western lands for the Union. 
Engineer charge under government subsidy was Ed- 
ward Creighton, the individual for whom Creighton 
University named—and should have liked more 
about him. Central figure, however, Irish boy, 
John McFadden, age unspecified, and separation-time 
from Ireland apparently matter months, but old 
enough and sufficiently home the new land 
have become trained and experienced telegraphic 
sending and crew work. 


The Life the Book 


Lehmann-Haupt, Hellmut 
Oct. 11, 


Line drawings Fritz Kredel. Abelard-Schuman. 
1957. 240p. photogs. $3.50. 

Here another long needed book, book about the 
physical book, written for young people. three parts, 
the first these reviews how authors write books and 
how publishers edit, design and distribute them. 
Part II, successive chapters deal length with ancient 
handwritten books, medieval manuscripts, the inven- 
tion printing and some famous early printed books, 
and changes that have occurred from the Renaissance 
contemporary hand-made books. Part III discusses 
briefly bookselling, how read book, book collecting 
and the rare book, and the place books and libraries 
American culture. There good bibliography, 
most the titles which are within the reach good 
readers. The illustrations are exact, detailed and inter- 
pretative. 


Moseley, Daisy Haywood 
Blessed Robert Southwell 


Sheed. Aug. 28, 1957. 182p. $2.75. 


Gunther Jacks Lehmann-Haupt Moseley 
Nevins Plotz Sayre 


Best 


dispassionate, factual biography the Elizabethan 
martyr, which while uses dialog generously conveys 
the impression having been based authentic 
records personality and incident. The book 
usual several respects. First these the picture 
student life Douai. Second, the bits 
poetry dexterously interwoven. And finally there are 
the appearances many other Jesuits whose paths 
his and whose end was almost identical, together with 
certain laymen whose lives were equal jeopardy, 


Nevins, Albert 

Adventures Men Maryknoll 
Illustrated Albert Scheiner. Dodd. Aug. 12, 1957, 
255p. $3.00. 
collection stirring adventures based true 
experiences Maryknoll priests and Brothers lands 
from Korea Peru. The author, with newspaper. 
man’s technique, tells the bare yet inspiring facts 
missionary life, without literary religious 
locution. There are sermons, eulogies the 
missionary workers. The men who star here are not 
“Holy Joes”; they are men who like sleep and who 
enjoy bottle Pepsi Cola, but who put Christ and 
souls before their very lives. Such stories the inside 
account Bishop Byrnes’ Death March are 
taking realism, soul-stirring heroism, and should 
encourage and inspire youth generosity and sacrifice. 
The full-page illustrations Albert Scheiner show 


splendid detail. 
Sister Angelisse, 


*Plotz, Helen Ratnoff (Comp.) 

Untune the Sky; Poems and Music and the Dance 

Wood engravings Clare Leighton. Crowell. Oct. 15, 
1957. 162p. $3.50. 
Striking itself, the title this anthology is, more- 
over, suggestive distinction because its source, the 
great Dryden. And the suggestion not misleading. 
Here simple and easy gathering together the 
greatly great, the great, and the genuinely good. The 
range includes Shakespeare, Milton, Dryden, Ben John- 
son, Gerard Manly Hopkins, Eliot, Auden, 
Yeats and Colum, Dickinson, Frost, Phyllis McGinley 
and (by way the translator) Pindar, Euripides, the 
Hebrew Psalmist, and Yi. 


The book interesting evidence the perennial ap- 
peal music and dancing subjects for the poet and 
somewhat advances the thesis the compiler—which 
is, course, means exclusively hers—that there 
strong bong among these fine arts music, dancing 
and poetry. The wood engravings Clare Leighton 
are the high quality the book whole and de- 
light the reader way yet fourth fine art. 


Sister Paulinus, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Sayre, Anne Never Call Retreat 
Crowell. Oct. 15,1957. 164p. $2.50. 

The good people Little Rock and points south 
like this book. Though its period 1867 and its setting 
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Alabama, its basic problem pretty much the same 
that which has disturbed the Arkansas town: forgetting 
past and accepting the inevitable. The story con- 
the resentment and violence Quaker family 
Pennsylvania encountered when they bought 
mansion and set out demonstrate their 
neighbors how successfully non-cotton farming 
night done, only learn themselves some the 
red clay, drouth and heavy rains. Watching 
Yankees and their fine horses, oxen and paid field- 
was Ranny adjoining property, 
with “disturbed” mother and two frustrated 
support, and cousin who was intent 
out the Quakers. How the schools one 
Quaker daughters. and her brother set brought 
Climax, and the interest Ranny took that 
make exciting reading. Easy reading, short 
ind timely, this Catholic Children’s Book Club 
for October. 
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tt, 
Holt. Aug. 26, 


Joan Kindell-Monroe. 
1957. 191p. $3.00 

excellent description prose and picture Arctic 
general, Greenland particular. Fifteen- 


and Molly and 13-year-old Jon accompanied their 
inside English anthropologist, Greenland 
Viking relics. Suspense and mystery mount, 


their peak with outbreak flu epidemic 
among the Eskimos isolated fjord, with the ice 
for the winter and practically all medical 
and supplies cut off. Molly and Jon all they 


show 


help the handful Europeans combat the 
dreaded disease and deeply-rooted Eskimo superstitions 
its cause. Left themselves, they seem mature 
night and acquire self-assurance and resource- 
beyond all expectations. result, this un- 
from humanitarian and scientific standpoint. 
The book would have been improved the plot had 
ding not changed direction and the characters were wholly 
The Sister Emma, SS.C.M. 
Shapiro, Milton 
inley Jackie Robinson the Brooklyn Dodgers 
credit given here Manager Branch Rickey for 
careful and disarming introduction into major 
baseball the first Negro player. This reader 
felt more space might have been given Mallie Robinson 
there who, after her husband deserted her, reared and edu- 
five children herself, sending least two 
hton and sparking the same two Olympics and 
league stature. The book success story capi- 
tal letters, Robinson’s retirement the end 
the 1956 season. Full attention given the slights, 
and insults endured and which was 
advance the Dodgers’ manager. His 
stand under these during his first year with 
the Dodgers competently described, but the 
reat hotheaded, acid-tongued poor loser later 


The presentation strictly journalistic, but the 
information performance many types 


Scott Shapiro Stine Stong Strousse Terkel 
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sports, the professional career and the honors attained 
will attract adolescent readers both sexes. 


Stine, George Harry 

Rocket Power and Space Flight 
Holt. Sept. 26,1957. 182p. photogs. drawings. $3.75. 
engineer the White Sand Proving Grounds, better 
known science-fiction fans Correy,” gives 
breezy overview rocket history, particularly origi- 
nated and developed Robert Hutchings Goddard, 
with brifer mention the German war effort this 
respect. Since the book was written before Sputnik- 
Mutnik, has wry over-confidence about per- 
formance this field, plus details about Operation 
Vanguard which must obsolete now. 


Stong, Philip Duffield 


Mike, the Story Young Circus Acrobat 
Pictures Kurt Wiese. Dodd. Oct. 14, 
$3.00. 
Mike was half-Irish, half-Japanese, and all-American, 
orphaned circus boy whom kindly clown-tumbler 
had taken under his wing. When the one-ring circus 
reached Iowa, Mike made friend boy his own 
age, was asked live with the latter’s farming family, 
went school and ran into both kindness and unkind- 
ness there. was the Des Moines River’s flooding that 
gave Mike the opportunity rescue elderly man 
walking over the river, via telegraph cable, the 
doomed house. Told with dry humor and complete 
understanding boy nature, and hilariously illustrated, 
this will appeal junior high and offer vicarious ful- 
fillment many small boy dreams. 


Strousse, Flora 

The Friar and the Knight; Bartolomé 

Olmedo and Cortez 
Illustrated William Wilson. Kenedy. Oct. 17, 1957. 
190p. $2.50. (American Background Books) 
10-to-15-year-olds who like the facts history drama- 
tized should find this account the great conquistador 
and his little known friar-companion fairly interesting. 
introduces Cortez mayor Santiago Cuba. 
had desire, however, stay there adn play minor 
role, for adventure was his blood. When, act 
insubordination his governor, set out with 
fleet equipped his own expense, was because 
Mexico called him. The story his epic conquest 
the mighty Aztec empire generally colorful, stirring 
and fast-paced. Not even his close friend and loyal 
supporter, Fray Bartolomé, could approve all did 
win the Indians for Christianity and Charles 
Spain, but all will acknowledge his intrepidity. Young 
readers will follow his exploits with interest, but not 
with bated breath. The writing competent, and the 
facts seem parallel those detailed Jean Descola 


The Conquistadors. Sister Agnese, S.C.C. 
Terkel, Studs Giants Jazz 


Robert Galster. Crowell. Sept. 216p. 
3.00. 


Brief musico-biographical sketches twelve individuals 
who have influenced jazz development America. 
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Ten these are the well-known Joe Oliver, Louis Arm- 
strong, Bix Beiderbecke, Fats Waller, Benny Goodman, 
Duke Ellington, Count Basies, Stan Kenton, Woody 
Herman and Dizzy Gillespie. Two are women, Bessie 
Smith and Billie Holiday. great deal dialog 
introduced, and the writing itself heavily patterned 
and commonplace. However, interest the subject 
high among young people, and the book does bring out 
the influence some the musicians exercised the 
others, well something the essential nature 
the form. Perhaps the most helpful feature selec- 
tive discography albums and singles, for each 
the twelve. The drawings are aptly characteristic 
their subjects. 

Leonard 

The Lost Harpooner; Patrick O’Connor 

(pseud.) 
Washburn. Oct. 9,1957. 183p. $2.75. 
Near-abandonment dark, icy Greenland shore, 
service under hard ship’s captain coldly intent 
filling his oil wells, brushes with cannibals, and 
mutiny were the unexpected experiences 16-year-old 
Peter Curry went through when signed whaler 
hope finding his lost father. Reported drowned 
whaling accident long years before, George Curry 
had been rescued savages and set upon lonely 
sacred island the South Pacific, one favored the 
gods and tabu the tribesmen. The story has curi- 
ous flavor reminiscent 19th-century writing, which 
thoroughly appropriate for its period, 1845. Details 
outfitting ships, whaling practice, and life among 
the natives are colorful, credible and seemingly authen- 
tic. The plot develops rapidly and the characters are 
life-like and individual. This good adventure writing. 


Joanne The Eagles Have Flown 
Illustrated George Fulton. Knopf. Aug. 19, 1957. 
$3.00. 


Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar, serving boy, Lucius, 
upon being asked apologetically Brutus play his 
harp, replies, “It duty, sir.” This new teen-age 
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Wibberley Williamson Zarchy 


novel underscores the words show that Brutus 
his followers (with some doubts about Cassius 
few hangers-on) were actuated noble 
duty preserve the Republic when they cut 
down. Lucius’ story all the way from his 
year when, orphaned the death his 
father, baker, taken into the Lady Portia’s 
hold and there taught play the harp, later 
school well. Upon her marrying Marcus 
Brutus, Lucius becomes the latter’s personal 
and sees him add his dagger the attack upon 
When civil war breaks out, follows Brutus Mace. 
donia and takes part subsequent action until the cop. 
clusive battle Phillipi. For the young reader with 
some background Roman history, one who 
read biography Caesar (not Komroff’s!) this 
thoroughly enjoyed. Original, readable and care. 
fully researched. 


Zarchy, Harry 

Illustrated Rene Martin. 
133p. $2.75. 

Postulating that “time motion,” the author traces 
the slow expansion the concept 
tion, years, months, hours and minutes, based 
the circumsolar orbit. The history man-made 
pieces capably presented, the importance exact 
time measurement navigation and modern science 
generally. approximately equal readability 
Time Your Life, 1955, this new title includes some 
material covered the earlier volume, e.g., the uranium 
“clock,” the various time zones, the milestones 
making. However, the Zarchy book emphasizes more 
fully the history exact, 
sundials, water-, sand-, and candle. 
clocks all the way the precise ship’s chronometer), 
and brings out various interesting details this regard, 
disregarding the associational material the “rhythm 
life” which the Adler book includes. Easy reading, 
interesting, Wheel Life should useful general 
science classes, and attractive enough for individual in- 
vestigation. 


Wheel Time 


Crowell. Nov. 15, 1957, 
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